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m^ yfi^ k 
Field and forest, 
vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, 
flashing sea, 
chanting bird and 
flowing fountain, 
call us to 
rejoice in thee. 
Henry van Dyke 
Mothers Day 1990 
Who can find a virtuous woman? 
On Sunday, March 11, the Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa., celebrated the 
birthday of Beulah Zercher Musser, 
who was born here in 1900. Beulah has 
been a blessing and a challenge to all 
who learn to know her. For a number of 
years she cared for her ailing husband, 
bringing him to church as long as he was 
able, and then caring for him at home, 
often missing the Sunday services. But 
she didn't complain. Her daughter, Ruth, 
says she often repeated, "Rejoice ever-
more, pray without ceasing, in every-
thing give thanks, for this is the will of 
God concerning you." 
Beulah loves children and has a great 
concern for them. When she and her 
Velma Heisey is the Visitor correspondent 
for the Cross Roads congregation, Mount 
Joy, Pa. 
The deadline for registration is soon— 
June 1. The January issue of the Evan-
gelical Visitor included the registration 
form. Ask your pastor for extra copies 
or make photo copies. 
Those who need transportation from 
an airport should be sure to fill out and 
send in FORM B to Jim Hess. The main 
registration form, FORM A, should be 
sent to Paul Hostetler, Registrar, by 
June 1. A separate form should be filled 
out for each man, woman, and child 
attending General Conference, includ-
ing those commuting from their own 
homes. The only exceptions are those 
attending evening sessions only. 
Registration at Conference will be on 
Friday evening, June 29, from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m., and on Saturday morning 
from 8:00 to noon. If you arrive on Sat-
urday, please do so by 10:00 a.m. so that 
your registration can be completed by 
noon. You will save time in the registra-
tion line if you send your payment to 
Paul Hostetler ahead of time. All per-
sons, including those in the pre-confer-
ence sessions, will register for General 
Conference at the above times. 
The registration will include: getting a 
by Velma Heisey 
husband farmed, they took a nine-year-
old lad into their home who was living at 
the Messiah Orphanage. He told the 
assembled group, "I was taken in as part 
of the family. 'Mumsie,' as I called Beu-
lah, taught me to read and write and 
helped me with my other lessons. I had 
many happy times with Mumsie, but 
also some scary times, like the time we 
went to Columbia in the Chevy truck to 
sell produce and eggs. On the way home 
the brakes gave out and we came down 
Chickies Hill, but Mumsie was in con-
trol!" 
Beulah's love for children did not 
diminish as she grew older. At 73 she 
began teaching Good News Clubs and 
in the summer of 1989 she still had a 
Good News Club in her home. She has a 
great concern that children know they 
name tag and convention packet, regis-
tering for General Conference member-
ship, reconfirming plans for place of 
worship on Sunday morning, register-
ing for children's and youth activities, 
and signing up for other activities. 
The first business session will convene 
at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 2. Some 
very important items of business will be 
considered in that opening session, and 
all members of Conference are expected 
to be present. All voting members should 
plan to attend all business sessions unless 
excused by the General Secretary or the 
Moderator. 
You will be able to check into your 
room upon arrival. Those arriving at 
unusual hours should be sure to check in 
with the Messiah College Public Safety 
office, inside the main entrance of Eisen-
hower Campus Center. Someone is avail-
able at this office 24 hours a day and will 
be able to let you into your room. 
Parents who will be having children 
sleeping on the floor of their rooms, be 
sure to bring bedding. Linens will not be 
available to them. 
When you move into your room, 
check carefully for broken or missing 
can be forgiven. Her grandchildren re-
member going to her Good News Clubs, 
but say her biggest influence came in 
those later years after they were beyond 
the Good News Club. 
Another grandson has been challenged 
by her energetic lifestyle: "Whether weed-
ing the garden, canning food, or mend-
ing the cumulative clothing disasters of 
our family, you always seemed consist-
ently energetic and diligent. Another 
notable trait has been the steadfastness 
of your faith. And the final strength we 
notice in you is your unconditional 
acceptance of all of us. Even when you 
may not understand or agree with the 
way we are living our lives, none of us 
has ever felt a sense of condemnation or 
friction coming from you; rather, you 
simply trust in God and lift us up in 
prayer." 
A granddaughter wrote, "Over the 
years you have provided me with much 
encouragement in my Christian walk, 
and now each time we receive mail from 
you I find you doing the same for your 
great-grandsons." 
furnishings and report such within 24 
hours to the Assistant Convention Di-
rector, Dave Zercher. 
If you do not have General Confer-
ence programs, they should be in your 
hands soon. 
If you find it necessary to cancel a 
paid registration, full refunds will be 
made if the cancellation is made to the 
Registrar, Paul Hostetler, by June 25. 
No refunds after June 25 except in 
emergencies. Because of postal delays, 
please make any cancellations after June 
10 by phone. 
The ministries for children are free, 
but a modest charge will be made for 
field trips. The field trips are optional, 
but parents will need to supervise chil-
dren who do not go. There will be a 
registration charge for the youth pro-
gram, which is for ages 12 and up. The 
charge will be in the neighborhood of 
$30 this year. The Board for Congrega-
tional Life is providing more informa-
tion on these activities in the printed 
program and in other ways. 
Table rental for exhibit areas is $20 
per 8-foot table needed. Make your 
request to the Convention Director. 
Please indicate any need of an electrical 
outlet. Make out your check or money 
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Beulah is interested and concerned 
for those beyond her immediate family. 
One person called her the Cross Roads 
missionary, and believes she has proba-
bly won more people to Christ than 
anyone else who attended the celebra-
tion. Another person said she has been a 
leader among us in evangelism and has 
become personally interested in more 
people beyond the congregation, per-
haps, than any other one person. She 
continues, today, a strong ministry with 
children and leading them to faith in 
Christ. 
Beulah's concerns go beyond the Cross 
Roads community. She is interested in 
missionaries serving in other places, 
writing and receiving letters from them. 
She meets with a small group at 6:30 
Saturday morning to which she brings 
requests for some missionary she has 
recently heard from. Her influence spans 
many miles. 
Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies . . . 
Her children arise up, and call her 
blessed. (Proverbs 31:10, 28) • 
Permanent seating will be assigned 
for all voting members of General Con-
ference in the Saturday afternoon ses-
sion. You will be able to mark the seat 
you wish to sit on before that, on either 
Friday evening or Saturday morning. 
On Sunday morning, you are invited 
to attend area Brethren in Christ 
Churches, and transportation will be 
provided. Be sure to give complete infor-
mation when you register. It will be too 
late to request transportation after you 
arrive. Plan to confirm your request 
when you register at Conference. See the 
January Visitor for the list of churches 
to choose from. (Add to that list the 
Green Spring and Mowersville congre-
gations.) The noon meal at Messiah will 
be delayed for those who attend services 
off campus. 
For more information, check previous 
issues of the Visitor, starting with Janu-
ary. Or, for registration questions, con-
tact Paul Hostetler, Registrar, Cherry 
Circle, Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. 17055. Office phone: (717) 697-2634; 
Home: (717) 766-2621. You can leave a 
recorded message at the home number. 
For all other questions, contact the 
Convention Director, Ken Mark, 304 
Berkshire Rd., Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
17055. Phone: (717) 766-8914. You can 
leave a recorded message. • 
May 1990 
evangelical visnoR 
The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church 
May 1990 Vol. 104, No. 5 
FEATURES 
2 Who can find a virtuous woman? Velma Heisey 
4 Loss, care, and hope Lawrence M. Yoder 
6 Women in Leadership—After Camp Hebron, 
"where do we go from here?" Helen Johns 
11 Raising children to be peacemakers Bruce Bradshaw 
14 Understanding today's family Noreen A. Trautwein 
16 Vision Planning—Stewardship proposals Donald R. Zook 
16 The Brethren in Christ consecrate 
a new bishop in Zimbabwe Beth Frey 
DEPARTMENTS 
2 General Conference 27 Phoebe's Journal 
Information 28 Onesimus 
18 God at work in our world 29 Dialogue 
20 Church News 30 Pontius' Puddle 
22 Money Matters 30 Editorial 
25 Messiah College News 32 Bishops' Column 
26 Focus on the Bible 
NEWS 
24 Philip Mudenda, Zambia, one of Assembly 12 speakers confirmed 
25 MM A supports Brethren in Christ mutual aid efforts 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR (ISSN 0745-0486) is published monthly by Evangel Press, 2000 
Evangel Way (P.O. Box 166), Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Telephone (219) 773-3164. Member of 
Evangelical Press Association and Meetinghouse, a Mennonite and Brethren in Christ editors' 
group. Biblical quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from the New International Version. 
Editor: Glen A. Pierce; Editorial Assistant: Helen Johns; Circulation: Phyllis Lentz 
Mailing Information: All correspondence, manuscripts and subscriptions should be addressed 
to the Editor, Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes of address 
should include both the old and new addresses. 
Single Copy Price: $1.00 U.S. 
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year—$10.00; 2 years—$18.00; 3 years—$25.00; 5 years—$40.00. New 
and Gift: $8.50. Lifetime: $150.00. 
Canadian Subscriptions (in Canadian funds): 1 year—$12.00; 2 years—$22.00; 3 years— 
$32.00; 5 years—$50.00. New and Gift: $10.25. Lifetime: $185.00. 
Overseas airmail rates available upon request. 
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A. 
Copyright © 1990. All rights reserved. 
3 
Joseph, my husband, died 
years ago. We have four 
• • p g other children. But the 
J 5 special one, my first-born, 
* • 5 ̂  is gone. I should say, gone 
again. Jus t five weeks ago 
they killed him by nailing him to a 
R o m a n cross! What an excruciating 
and bitter end! At least everyone 
thought it was the end. And then, 
inexplicably, he was alive again! 
Some of the women saw him. He 
went back to Galilee alone and met 
his disciples there, and then came 
back to Jerusalem. 
Now, suddenly he is gone again. 
He just d isappeared into thin air. 
Jus t before he left, he spoke abou t 
going and coming back again. 
I don ' t know what to make of it 
all. Since before he was born, I knew 
he would be someone special, per-
haps even the promised one, the 
Messiah, the one who would save us 
f r o m our enemies. 
Then when he began teaching sev-
eral years ago, strange things began 
to happen . He talked abou t loving 
your enemies and being good to 
those who hate you! When he started 
healing people, some remembered 
some of the strange things that hap-
pened when he was born . But he 
didn ' t act very much like a Messiah. 
Yes, he gathered a few revolutionar-
ies into his circle of disciples, but he 
didn ' t seem to have any idea what it 
would take to fight off the Romans . 
Then there were even stranger 
things. He started driving demons 
out of people. M a n y people said that 
he himself had a demon . That was 
the t ime I got my two daughters and 
my other two sons together to go 
fetch h im home. He wouldn ' t even 
come out to see us that day! It really 
s tung when they told me he said, 
" W h o is my mother anyway?" 
A Brethren in Christ faculty member at 
Eastern Mennonite Seminary, Harrisonburg, 
Va., Lawrence Yoder is Associate Professor 
of Missiology and Director of the Semi-
nary's Center for Evangelism and Church 
Planting. 
Fr o m that time to this, I've always 
tried to keep up with what he was 
doing. I was really anxious when he 
set out for Jerusalem. He was walk-
ing into a hornet 's nest and acted as 
though he didn' t even know it. He 
allowed the people to treat him like a 
king. Tha t made the priests and 
Pharisees furious, and the Romans 
very nervous. No one, not even his 
own disciples, knew what was really 
going on. The women who followed 
him a round—the girl f rom Mag-
dala, Susanna, and Joanna—were 
upset and anxious, too. 
When I got to Jerusalem, I began 
staying close to them. My other 
children remained in Galilee. They 
thought Jesus might be crazy. 
Then it happened! The people 
who hated him sneaked up on him at 
night—actually one of his disciples 
betrayed him to the officials—and 
they arrested him without a struggle. 
I puzzle over why Judas betrayed 
him. I can't believe it was for the 
money. Perhaps he thought that if 
he betrayed Jesus to the officials, 
Jesus would have to appear in court 
where he would be vindicated. Or 
perhaps he was anxious for a show-
down with the corrupt officials of 
the temple. Surely in such a show-
down Jesus would come out on 
top—with God's help—and he would 
at least become king. Maybe Judas 
was trying to get the j u m p on James 
and J o h n whose mother was work-
ing on Jesus to get him to give her 
sons first place in his kingdom. Or 
maybe Judas was going out of his 
mind. 
What actually happened was the 
last thing any of the rest of us 
expected. The officials got the Ro-
mans to turn Jesus over to be exe-
cuted by crucifixion. I can't begin to 
tell you what it was like. My very 
own son, my first-born, my own 
flesh and blood, nailed to that cross. 
Loss, 
care 
From the point of view of 
between the time of the 
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But while he was hanging there, 
twitching on those horrid iron spikes, 
he looked over at me. My sister was 
there, and so were some of the other 
women. Of the men, only J o h n came 
to watch. Jesus was so close to John . 
Jesus looked tenderly at me with 
the most tor tured and forlorn look 
on his face. He glanced at J o h n as he 
said to me,"He'11 be your son." Then 
he said to J o h n : "She's your mother 
now." F r o m that time to this, J o h n 
has been very kind and loving to me, 
t reat ing me as if I were his own 
mother . 
Af te r the news of Jesus ' death and 
the reports that he was alive again, 
my sons came here to Jerusalem. 
They are still confused. At first they 
couldn ' t imagine tha t the stories 
a b o u t Jesus coming alive again were 
true. Then they saw him. There had 
been tension between them and Jesus 
before. N o w they were feeling guilty 
because they weren't a round when 
their own brother was killed, and 
tha t I had to go th rough all of tha t 
alone. 
But when they saw Jesus, he re-
sponded to them in such a generous 
and forgiving way! Now they are 
spending more and more t ime with 
Jesus ' followers. They are so kind to 
us all. 
Jesus ' g roup had all grown very 
close to him. Sometimes they were 
confused by what he said and did. I 
could tell that the girl f rom Magdala 
loved him so much. She cried and 
cried for him the day they killed him. 
Now they've lost him a second time. 
But the strange thing is all the love 
and care they have been showing me 
and my family, in spite of past ten-
sions. They gather almost every day 
and invite us to join them. They are 
so generous and thoughtful . How 
can they be so open and caring even 
in the midst of their own sorrow and 
uncertainty? 
and hope 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
iscension and Pentecost 
I don ' t unders tand all that Jesus 
said to them these last few days. He 
kept reading to them f r o m the Scrip-
tures. He talked about leaving again, 
but that he would send them the 
Holy Spirit. There was also some-
thing about him coming back again. 
I don ' t unders tand all of that , but I 
do understand that there is some-
thing very special about these peo-
ple. In spite of the fact that Jesus is 
gone again, they seem excited and 
expectant. 
And the way they pray! I've never 
heard anything like it. When they 
gather together, they pray! It sounds 
so strange the way they call God 
" p a p a " or "daddy ." To talk like that 
seems almost sacrilegious. And yet 
there is something strangely moving 
about being drawn into that kind of 
prayer. 
They pray freely. They pray for 
each other, for everyday things. And 
they pray for the kingdom to come. I 
can hardly describe what it means 
when they gather a round me and my 
sons to pray for us. 
There seems to be something spe-
cial going on with James , my second 
oldest. It a lmost seems as though 
they are looking up to him; they 
always wait to see what he will say. 
They all seem to be waiting for 
something. No one can really ex-
plain what is going on. But they just 
hang around this upper room. They 
pray and sing and talk. They study 
the Torah , the Prophets , and the 
Writings. But someone always senses 
when the pain of my loss is especially 
sharp. There is always someone to 
listen or to just be close to me. 
It seems strange to say it, but I 
believe that my children and I are 
f ina l ly b e c o m i n g p a r t of J e s u s ' 
family. 
by Lawrence M.Yoder 
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Women in Leadership— 
After Camp Hebron, 
"Where do we go from here? 
by Helen Johns 
Approximately 100 persons—men 
and women—at tended the W o m e n 
and Leadership: Changing Roles in 
Church and Society retreat held 
Mar . 28-30 at C a m p Hebron near 
Halifax, Pa. Brethren in Christ came 
f r o m as far as Saskatchewan, Cali-
fornia , Ohio, and Florida, and as 
near as neighboring towns. The re-
treat also drew at tenders f r o m other 
denomina t ions such as the Menno-
nite and Evangelical Free Churches. 
For those who had waited patiently 
for the church to p romote and cele-
bra te women in leadership, the event 
was a d ream come true—replete 
with intense emotion and fulfillment. 
F o r others, who approached the 
issue with skepticism and even some 
degree of fear, the retreat was likely 
the beginning of a long, uncomfor -
table process of deliberation and 
possible change. Other people, at 
neither extreme, came out of curios-
ity, obligation, or a desire to learn 
where the Brethren in Christ stand. 
The retreat stirred a variety of reac-
tions, a m o n g them bewilderment 
and joy, f rus t ra t ion and release, con-
fidence and confusion. . . . But ev-
eryone seemed to leave with the 
same question, where do we go f r o m 
here? 
Lively and intense discussions were 
not confined to the workshop sessions. 
Here Jim Ernst, Sharon Brunner, and 
Luann Zercher talk during a snack time. 
The retreat was promoted under 
t h e a u s p i c e s of t h e B o a r d f o r 
Brotherhood Concerns and the Board 
for Ministry and Doctrine. The cap-
tion under these board titles on the 
cover of the promot iona l brochure 
said, in smaller print, Brethren in 
Christ. One attender reflected "1 
came to the retreat thinking that this 
was put on by the church as a whole 
to encourage women in leadership 
and to recognize their contributions." 
Yet, her perception was that because 
the retreat was led by a "committee 
dominated by women, it appeared 
the funct ion of the retreat was to 'air 
their views' to the larger church." 
Mary J ane Davis, in opening re-
marks Wednesday evening, stressed 
the officially outlined goals: 
1. T o discuss a biblical unders tand-
ing of servant leadership; 
2. T o present biblical perspectives 
which aff i rm and encourage women 
in leadership and ministry; 
3. T o develop ongoing support for 
women in leadership; 
4. T o develop a system for mutual 
accountabil i ty for women, men, and 
the church; 
5. T o identify specific methods for 
encouraging women to be able to use 
their gifts in leadership and ministry; 
6. T o begin an education process of 
the denominat ion at large on the 
subject of women in leadership. 
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"All the denominat ional leaders 
who were in a t tendance ," observed 
one person, "caused me to wonder if 
the retreat was an a t tempt at begin-
ning policy fo rmat ion . " In fact, the 
bishops and several general church 
leaders were present, but not in lead-
ership roles. According to one bishop, 
he came "because he was interested 
in hear ing what others are saying 
a b o u t this issue. I desire to be an 
informed leader. I now have a sense 
of wha t a limited g roup is saying." 
This teachable at t i tude seemed to 
characterize many of the denomina-
tional leaders present. As one woman 
expressed, "I was impressed by the 
bishops I was able to meet—their 
gentleness, supportiveness, and desire 
to be biblical yet liberating were 
beautiful . I 'm sure Jesus would be 
pleased by the love and humility 
they represent." 
Overall, many people voiced grat-
i tude tha t the leaders took t ime f r o m 
the i r heavy schedules to a t t end . 
However , one w o m a n characterized 
the bishops as "silent at tenders." Still 
a n o t h e r said, "I wish tha t we could 
sit in discussion with our bishops at 
t h e c o n c l u s i o n of th is r e t r e a t . " 
Ano the r observer summarized her 
perceptions by saying, "This is the 
first denominational event specifi-
cally directed to raising the aware-
ness of church leaders to [women's] 
issues. I a m grateful that the recom-
mendat ion of General Conference in 
1982 is being addressed; i.e., that the 
Board of Adminis t ra t ion keep the 
mat ter of women in ministry before 




Indeed, there was much study and 
discussion compacted into the 43 
hours. The primary speakers for the 
plenary sessions were Aida Spencer 
and her husband Bill, both ministers 
in the Presbyterian Church and pro-
fessors at Gordon-Conwell Theolog-
ical Seminary. The couple and their 
young son Steve charmed their way 
into the hearts of many attenders. 
With a contagious smile, Bill con-
plemented his wife's scholarly bibli-
cal exposit ion by modeling her prin-
ciples. On Wednesday evening, he 
began the presentations by explain-
ing the theological underpinnings of 
women's participation in ministry. 
He stressed the plural nature of the 
Trinity, Jesus ' mode of ministry as a 
team effort, and the church's obliga-
tion to be training all people to grow 
Attendees listen with interest during 
one of the plenary sessions. All photos 
by Ken Letner, executive director of the 
Board for Congregational Life. 
and fully mature in the use of their 
gifts. He cited competi t ion and indi-
vidualism as hindrances to the church 
living in unity. Just as God is one 
God but plural, said Spencer, so 
must the diversity of persons within 
the church family work together. 
Aida's talk that followed asked, 
"How, then, can the church have 
team ministry if women aren't al-
lowed to minister?" She proceeded 
to look at numerous New Testament 
Scripture passages which showed 
women holding a variety of au thor -
itative positions in the church— 
prophets, teachers, overseers, co-
workers. "As we fulfill our own 
spiritual gift ," she said, "then we 
have God ' s delegated au thor i ty . " 
This authori ty, she claimed, is con-
firmed by the New Testament church. 
The two other presentations by 
the Spencers focused on specific 
Scripture passages—1 Corinthians 
10:23—11:16, and 1 Timothy 2:11-
15—which have historically been 
used as the basis to exclude women 
f r o m leadership. The presentations 
were confirmation to some persons 
who suppor t women in authority, 
a n d s o m e w h a t ove rwhe lming to 
others who had not before viewed 
Bill Spencer reviews one of the many books currently available on women and 
ministry. Aida Spencer is shown giving one of her talks, "God's Love Is Familial." 
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One of the eleven workshop sessions. 
Scripture according to the Spencers ' 
interpretat ion. One man referred to 
their hermeneutical style as "biblical 
gymnastics." He said, "I still feel very 
uncomfor tab le with a hermeneutic 
that looks at a bear and argues that 
it's not a bear!" Said another , "The 
a rgumenta t ion tended to be more 
academic and cerebral than 'popu-
lar. ' " 
When asked whether the biblical 
i n t e rp re t a t ion e x p o u n d e d by the 
Spencers accurately reflects the posi-
t ion of the Brethren in Christ constit-
uency, one person replied that there 
really is no "posit ion of the Brethren 
in Christ ." Others answered yes or 
no depending on what their evalua-
t ion is of the Brethren in Christ as 
reflected in their local congregation. 
While many at tenders felt that the 
door to leadership is open in the 
Bre th ren in Chr is t C h u r c h , one 
w o m a n said, " M y response is mixed. 
There are persons at this posit ion [in 
favor of women in leadership], in-
cluding bo th women and men. Oth-
ers would verbally agree but are still 
moving a long emotionally. But by 
and large bo th men and women are 
quite fa r f r o m the interpretat ions of 
Scripture which we heard ." 
Arenas for discussion 
The planning committee was cer-
tainly aware of the differing perspec-
tives within the denomina t ion and 
the lack of a clear Brethren in Christ 
s ta tement on the issue. To present 
oppor tun i ty for dialogue, the com-
mit tee a r r anged f o r 11 excellent 
workshops (see box). One workshop 
that stimulated discussion was led by 
Luke Keefer, Jr . on "Helping the 
Church Accept W o m e n in Leader-
ship." Keefer stressed that passive 
resistance can be formidable . An 
increased role for women in church 
leadership should not be at the cost 
of diminished confidence in Scrip-
ture, nor at the loss of mutual respect. 
He proposed tha t with difficult and 
prolonged effort and a gradual in-
crease in involvement, women will 
experience less resistance and more 
support . Competent , servant-style 
women in leadership "are their own 
best advertisement." When people 
are confronted with a real situation, 
they alter their assumptions. The 
obstacle, he said, is not in credential-
ing women, but in the church at 
large inviting them into pastorates. 
Though the Keefer paper was 
highly respected for its cautious and 
wise approach , the implication that 
women need to earn their way into 
ministry was t roublesome to many. 
One woman asked, "If women are to 
be accepted by their performance, 
and women are not to be aggressive 
in seeking leadership, wha t is a 
w o m a n to do?" One man, whose 
wife has lived this tension, resonated 
with the struggle. Women, he said, 
long for official af f i rmat ion while at 
the same time feeling guilty for push-
ing for it. 
Two calls arose f rom this particu-
lar workshop discussion. First, Breth-
ren in Christ men in positions of 
author i ty (and men in general) need 
to carefully study the Scriptures and 
teach a positive biblical view of 
women in leadership, if indeed that 
is their conclusion. Brethren in Christ 
in local congregations will accept 
teaching f r o m "our own." Second, 
men need to learn to model mutual 
submission with their wives and co-
workers. Men who are doing that 
very thing gave strong testimony to 
the fact that helping their wives and 
coworkers achieve their calling is a 
joyful, non-threatening process. 
In a variety of small settings, the 
plight of the American family came 
into focus. One person who attended 
the workshop on the changing roles 
of men and women indicated that 
this session was a "personal, touch-
ing, and necessary insight into the 
Brethren in Christ and their willing-
ness to be honest and open in the 
conflicts affect ing virtually every 
family in the church." According to 
Aida Spencer, some people in the 
evangelical church are reacting in 
fear, accusing women of robbing the 
home by working. She claimed this 
kind of "hierarchical th inking" in 
respect to women 's and men's roles 
is damaging. Keefer, in his seminar, 
took a more modera te position by 
stressing that we cannot afford to 
make family a non-issue at a time 
when the family is of genuine con-
cern. 
While Keefer called for the slow, 
Brethren in Christ mode of change 
which lays no greater burden on 
people than what they can handle, it 
was evident that the struggle of some 
women has been a lmost more than 
they can bear. Some of those women 
testified to long, painful personal 
battles concerning their own God-
call to service. One such personifica-
tion of strength was Mar tha Lady 
who told of her mid-life search for a 
new career. While she had not per-
ceived herself as becoming an or-
dained minister, several persons en-
couraged her and she completed the 
required courses. Upon ordination, 
she felt different—affirmed. This af-
f i rmat ion was much in contrast , 
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however, to strong and vocal oppo-
sition to her ministry f rom individu-
als and the church board. Her re-
m a r k a b l e response , lacking any 
bitterness, is that she and her call 
have not changed; it is the people 
who are changing. 
M a r t h a Lockwood and Glenn 
Robitaille also spoke of their per-
sonal pilgrimages on the question of 
women in leadership. Janet Peifer, 
member of the ministry team at Ref-
ton, called this retreat "an important 
historical event" in the unfolding 
story of the Brethren in Christ. She 
told of her 25-year struggle which 
culminated in her present seminary 
training. She recapped her research 
on how the Brethren in Christ have 
written and dialogued about women 
throughout the past century. Her 
presentation was not only informa-
tive, but an impassioned plea for the 
church to keep on with the albeit 
painfully slow progress of the 1980s 
toward a positive statement on the 
ordination of women. 
A highlight of the retreat occurred 
Wednesday night when Archivist 
Morris Sider told the story of Fran-
cis Davidson—an extremely gifted 
Brethren in Christ woman of 100 
years ago—and how she worked 
within the dynamics of a church 
dominated by men. She apparently 
could out-think, out-lead, and out-
work most men with whom she 
came in contact, both in academic 
and missions environments. Despite 
this she was called by men, especially 
on the mission field, to "submit, 
submit, submit." Time after time, 
leadership duties which she had in 
essence created were taken f rom her 
in deference to a man. Yet, her diary 
shows that after a life of disap-
pointment, she did not succumb to 
bitterness. 
Implicit in Sider's talk was a chal-
lenge to put away any harsh feelings 
on the women's issues confronting 
the church. Indeed, one attender 
commented that she did not hear 
one bitter word spoken at the retreat. 
One male leader, when asked whether 
the retreat had fulfilled his expecta-
tions, said, "It was not quite as badly 
'sob story, poor little persecuted me' 
as I had feared. Its input was sound 
and solid." Yet there was obvious 
pain in the lives of many women 
which surfaced as the retreat prog-
ressed. One woman did hear some 
anger and frustration expressed in 
the small group sessions and was 
quick to label it "counterproduc-
tive." She said, "Let's just get on with 
our business of serving the Lord." 
One young woman analyzed her 
experience at the retreat by saying, 
"I am very pleased with my 'end' 
feelings. (It's hard to process!) I felt 
the climate was open, scholarly, cur-
ious, and non-judgmental. I was 
able to quietly deal with my own 
Workshop Topics and Leaders 
: 
EE 
Papers from these workshops and from all of the formal 
presentations will appear in the April issue of the journal, 
Brethren in Christ History and Life. 
Clockwise, from upper left—Luke Keefer, Jr., Martha Starr, 
Dorothy Gish, Lenora Stern, Arthur Climenhaga, Dorothy 
Sherk. 
Changing roles in a marriage relationship—Glen and 
Wanda Heise, Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder; Naomi 
Stambaugh, facilitator 
Making mutual submission work—Bill Spencer 
Servant leadership—Dorothy Sherk 
Balancing responsibilities—Martha Starr 
Diversity and complementarity in pastoral ministry—Mary 
Jane Davis and Robert Ives 
Helping the church accept women in leadership—Luke 
Keefer, Jr. 
The Church of God is people: the case for inclusive 
language—Harriet Bicksler 
How to develop your own support system—Lenora Stern 
The self-assertion/self-denial tension—Dorothy Gish 
A case study in biblical interpretation—Arthur Climenhaga 
Issues for single women in ministry—Dorothy Gish, 
facilitator 
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(L.) A trio from the 
Lancaster (Pa.) con-
gregation: Nelson 
S t e f f y , M a r i l o u 
Adams, and Ron 
Adams. 
(R.) Harriet Bicksier, 
one of the key organ-
izers, taking registra-
tions. 
baggage and bring it to a place where 
I now feel comfor tab le with it ." 
Another older w o m a n (still cour-
ageously wearing the prayer veiling) 
offered, "You never get too old to 
learn something new or get fur ther 
light. W h a t I have heard , I want the 
Holy Spirit to activate in my life in 
the way he chooses!" 
Where do we go from here? 
Dur ing the concluding lunch hour 
Lenora Stern, chairperson of the 
Board fo r Brotherhood Concerns, 
s tood to say that many people were 
asking, what are the next steps? She 
invited input f r o m the group on 
what the fu tu re might hold. A m o n g 
suggestions already voiced were (1) 
replicating the retreat in two or three 
different settings in the coming years, 
Professional Position Available 
Philhaven Hospital has need 
of a master's level clinician with 
Certified Addictions Counselor 
designation to work in an outpa-
tient setting, providing clinical 
services to clients with mental 
health and substance abuse 
problems. Philhaven is a96-bed 
private psychiatric facility oper-
ating from a Christian perspec-
tive to provide a broad range of 
mental health services. 
Competitive salary and bene-
fits. For additional information 
and application, contact: Jay 
Garber, Personnel Director, Phil-
haven, P.O. Box 550, Mt. Gretna, 
PA 17064. Phone (717) 270-2451. 
(2) publishing the Lynn Thrush paper 
of the early 1980s and the responses 
to it, all of which never received wide-
spread attention, and (3) publishing 
an "Accent" paper on women and 
leadership. 
In small group discussions, the 
idea surfaced that we need to reeval-
uate our pat tern of "senior pastor 
ministry." Many voiced support for 
a team approach which would utilize 
people in ministry according to their 
gifts. One presenter pointed out that 
it is easier to involve women in 
newly-created roles than to ask peo-
ple to accept them in roles tradition-
ally filled by men. Time and time 
again, people commented that the 
local pastors—very sparsely repre-
sented at the retreat—are the key 
people in educating the church to-
ward change. They are the ones who 
can open doors for women and help 
us all "learn as we go." 
The overwhelming feeling one had 
had coming away f r o m the retreat 
was that there will be change of some 
sort. It is already happening in many 
congregations. The questions are: 
Will we develop and teach an under-
standing of Scripture which will 
fac i l i ta te change? H o w fast will 
change occur? What effect will it 
have? The retreat, said one man, 
"facilitated what of necessity is a 
slow and painful process of social 
and spiritual change in the life of the 
church and families. . . . Changes 
of the magnitude and depth of these 
are t raumat ic and life-threatening, 
whatever the good their promise for 
the fu ture ." Another person com-
mented, change is coming, but "it 
may take a decade of struggle." 
Luann Zercher, in her sermon 
dur ing the final worship hour , chal-
lenged individuals in the group to 
consider the cost of their personal 
involvement. Discipleship, she said, 
sometimes means looking in the eye 
of those we love and who love us and 
saying, "I must follow God. . . . 
The price tags continually flash be-
fore us." She reiterated the theme of 
mu tua l , coopera t ive minis t ry on 
which the retreat had begun when 
she said that we, as brothers and 
sisters, truly need each other. 
The retreat concluded its fo rmal 
sessions with worship and commun-
ion. The men and women in a t tend-
ance broke the bread, dipped it in 
the cup, and served it to a bro ther or 
sister, husband or wife. In these 
solemn moments, each was reminded 
not only of the cost of personal dis-
cipleship, but of the one—Jesus— 
for w h o m the cost was the greatest. 
As the g roup sang and prayed to-
gether, the people said in unison, 
"We give you thanks that we are 
members of the body of Christ, heirs 
with Christ, and brothers and sisters 
in your family." • 
The author of Life with God: Basics for 
New Christians, Life with God: Love in 
Action, and co-author of Choices: A Stew-
ardship Study for Teens, Helen Johns is edi-
torial assistant for the Evangelical Visitor 
and is managing editor of The Foundation 
Series for Youth. 






by Bruce Bradshaw 
While ou r five-year-old daughter 
Ellen was cut t ing paper dolls one 
evening, she accidently cut off a 
doll 's leg. Af ter asking her mother to 
tape it, Ellen was told that the doll 
was now handicapped . "The leg can 
be repaired but never again like 
new," Mary (my wife) explained. 
"But you will enjoy having a handi-
capped dol l ." Within a minute, Ellen 
found me in ano ther room, and ex-
claimed: "Daddy , look at my handi-
capped doll! She is special; M o m m y 
Bruce and Mary Bradshaw, originally 
from Boston, served as missionaries in 
Somolia. He currently works for World 
Vision. With five-year-old Ellen and two-
year-old Amy, they are part of the New 
Community Brethren in Christ Church in 
Pomona, Calif. 
and I are going to make a wheelchair 
for her!" 
This incident is an example of one 
of our many efforts to integrate 
values of peace and justice into our 
home. We live in Los Angeles county, 
one of the most culturally diverse 
areas of the world; yet our children 
are amazingly isolated f r o m the 
handicapped, f r o m people of differ-
ent ethnic groups, and f r o m the 
aged. When they express ambiguity, 
fear, and mistrust toward people 
who are not white and middle class, 
should we be surprised? 
"Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called 
children of G o d " (Mat thew 5:6, 9). 
Integrating peacemaking and justice 
into parenting is becoming a greater 
part of the responsibilities of par-
ents. In writing about it, I want to 
share some thoughts and experiences 
that our family has had while at-
tempting to inculcate these values 
into the lives of ou r children. Not 
that we have any perfected tech-
niques or have found a "tried and 
true recipe," but through our strug-
gles we can share our hopes and 
modest successes with the intent of 
encouraging parents to raise their 
children with these values. 
Raising children to be peacemak-
ers is an awesome, sobering task. 
Our culture is more militant than we 
care to accept, and our newspapers 
are replete with stories of the vio-
lence in which young people are 
engaged. This violence has caused 
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the children of our society to adopt a 
casual disregard for the value of 
h u m a n life. We then, as Christ ian 
parents, cannot assume that our 
children will accept the values that 
we are a t tempt ing to impart to them. 
Instead, we must make deliberate 
efforts to inculcate these values into 
their lives. 
In contrast to their exposure to a 
rather violent society, the children of 
America have also been raised to 
meet the highest s tandards of physi-
cal, intellectual, and material pur-
suit. Resultingly, they are likely to 
esteem themselves according to what 
they own or how well they per form 
any given task. They are becoming 
inept at relating to people—the poor , 
h a n d i c a p p e d , a n d e thn ic—whose 
mere presence expresses what they 
have come to fear: life without the 
trappings of middle-class America. 
Our children need to be exposed to 
people f r o m a broad spectrum of 
cultures, not so much to unders tand 
how blessed they are, but to under-
stand what peace and justice are 
about . They need to see that poverty 
is not a result of ignorance, that 
color is not a sign of integrity, and 
that our fragile world makes us all 
vulnerable to its harsh realities. 
Our homes are the environments 
where children learn to be peace-
makers . While creating an environ-
ment where our values for peace and 
justice are esteemed involves delib-
erate efforts to invite people f r o m 
many cultures, age groups and eth-
nicities into our home, exposure, by 
itself, is not necessarily effective. 
Children respond to opportunit ies 
according to how they think and feel 
abou t themselves. Values suppor t -
ing peace and justice, then, must be 
par t of the daily rout ine of life. This 
requires: (1) cult ivating sensitive 
consciences, (2) building self-esteem 
and (3) administering of effective 
discipline. 
Cultivating a sensitive conscience 
Raising children to develop sensi-
tive consciences cannot be started 
t o o ear ly . T h e fa l l en n a t u r e of 
humank ind has us starting in the 
negative; bad habits are invariably 
learned more easily than good ones. 
Children are also prone to respond 
to negative characteristics of people 
rather than being impressed with 
positive ones. Should we wonder 
then how the entertainment indus-
try, for example, has pervaded our 
culture with personal profiles that 
are, more often than not, contrary to 
our values of justice and peacemak-
ing? The nature of entertainment 
personalities seems complementary 
to the fallenness of human nature. 
Ridding the household of televi-
sion is one a t tempt to reduce nega-
tive influences on our children. While 
this decision protects children in 
one sense, it does not necessarily 
create the opportunit ies for them to 
verbalize the thoughts and feelings 
that develop sensitive consciences. 
With or without television, parents 
need to create and respond to oppor-
tunities in daily life that help chil-
dren to express their thoughts and 
evaluate their behavior. Recently, 
when our daughter was assisting me 
in our backyard garden, she dropped 
a tray of t o m a t o plants. While she 
and I gingerly recovered the plants, I 
waited for her to say something in 
response to her behavior. 
"She has a sensitive conscience," I 
reminded myself, "and realizes some 
responsibility for her behavior, even 
though it was accidental." 
While salvaging the last plant, 
Ellen explained, rather apologetical-
ly: "Daddy , when you are five years 
old, these things seem to j u m p out of 
your hands!" She is learning. 
Building self-esteem 
When two masons were asked 
what they were doing, one said, "I 
am laying bricks." The other said, "I 
a m building a cathedral ." While 
their work was similar, their atti-
tudes created a world of difference. 
Parents who are building their young 
"temples of G o d " (2 Cor. 6:16) for 
peace and justice must be sensitive to 
the impact that their atti tudes and 
behaviors have on children. 
As parents, our attitudes, more 
t h a n our behavior , cul t ivate the 
senses of competence and worth that 
develop positive self-esteem in our 
children. While we can instruct our 
children to do many things, a loving 
att i tude communicates the care and 
concern that enables our children to 
think well of themselves, and of 
other people. If they do not have a 
positive image of themselves, they 
are not likely to think enough of 
themselves to adopt the values that 
we, their Christian parents, hold. 
Daily household activities create 
numerous opportunities for our chil-
dren to absorb our values. In our 
home, we encourage our children to 
participate in the many activities— 
not chores—of household mainte-
nance. Preparing breakfast on Sat-
urday mornings, for example, when 
we are not hurrying to get to work or 
to school, immeasurably enhances 
their self-esteem. In this activity, the 
children get a great sense of confi-
dence, competence, and wor th as 
they break eggs or mix waffle batter. 
Invariably, an egg or two—some-
times more—get within the reach of 
our 2-year-old. Her weak grip en-
ables us to enjoy more of our favor-
ite meal—scrambled eggs. 
Confidence comes before compe-
tence, I have learned, as the children 
spill paint or dig crude holes to plant 
their flowers, making their finished 
products somewhat unimpressive. 
Yet, they are aff i rmed for making a 
contr ibut ion to the family. When the 
au thor Eric Hoffer was asked how 
he got into writing, he responded: 
"When 1 was a child, people listened 
to me. Thinking that I had some-
thing to say, I became a writer." I 
expect our children to think like-
wise. Our hope is that the af f i rma-





for our children to 
absorb our values, 
to learn to be 
peacemakers 
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will empower them to speak effec-
tively to the larger society in which 
they live. 
While we—in c o m m o n with other 
parents—are often reminded of our 
failures, we have also been confronted 
with managing our successes. When 
1 was replacing a thermostat in our 
home, Ellen offered to help. "You 
must grow up before you can d o this 
j o b , " I explained to her. "Each of 
these wires must go on a certain 
screw. N o w , you can ho ld this 
screwdriver." 
"But, Daddy , holding is not help-
ing," she responded with the convic-
tion that will enable her to address 
other heartfelt issues. 
Effective discipline 
Outside of my office I have an 
article tha t is entitled: " D o Peace 
and Justice Parents Spank their Chil-
dren?" Since the article was posted 
to stimulate discussion rather than 
propagate ideology, my colleagues 
tell me: "Spare the rod and spoil the 
child." 
While the rod can be valuable in 
quickly preventing much misbehav-
ior, it is not the only item on the 
menu of child discipline. Parent ing a 
child requires a variety of creative 
disciplinary techniques. While chil-
dren sometimes misbehave out of 
sheer disobedience, they also misbe-
have because they do not under-
s tand the impact of their behavior 
on the household. Additionally, they 
are of ten unable to constructively 
express themselves. Hitt ing a sibling, 
fo r example , can be an expression of 
an inability to verbalize anger, f rus-
trat ion, jealousy, or fear. 
While feelings do not just ify dis-
obedience or disruptive behavior, 
they are valid expressions of chil-
dren 's responses to their environ-
ment . Children deserve the oppor -
t u n i t y t o exp res s the i r feel ings. 
S o m e t i m e s p o s i t i v e b e h a v i o r a l 
changes result when children feel 
that they have been heard, and that 
their concerns and interests are sup-
ported. Other times, more deliberate 
discipline needs to be executed. 
Implementing logical consequences 
fo r unacceptable behavior is one 
effective me thod my wife and 1 have 
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The greatest figures 
of our history 
acted out of 
righteous convictions 
that were inspired 
from their initial 
impressions of life. 
found of disciplining our children. I 
often think of this method as making 
thoughtfu l responses to thoughtless 
behavior. Thought fu l responses are 
the keys to its success. Through this 
method, children do not receive the 
same arbitrary discipline, but are 
impressed by consequences that high-
light why their behavior is unaccep-
table. It gives them the security that 
they live in an environment that has 
order, justice, and peace. 
Executing logical consequences is 
not a trite engagement; it requires 
conviction, patience, and risk. One 
morning while I entered the garage 
tha t is a t tached to our house, I 
s topped short of stumbling over a 
bicycle that was parked at the en-
trance. The ensuing conversation 
typifies the dynamics of executing 
logical consequences. 
"Ellen," I called. She came run-
ning. "Why is this bicycle placed 
where we can hurt ourselves if we 
stumble over it?" 
"I put it there so I can ride it when 
I want to ," she offered. 
" D o you think you should move it 
to the other side of the garage so it 
will not be in anyone's way?" 
"No ," she responded, testing my 
commitment to the issue. 
"Well, I think it should be kept on 
the other end of the garage," I 
offered. "I want it moved, now." 
"I do not want to move it," she 
said, seeing how far she could push 
the limit. 
"Ellen, our family is commit ted to 
cooperat ing with each other ," I lec-
tured. "We do not inconvenience 
others for the sake of ourselves. 
Please move the bicycle." 
She looked at the bicycle and 
looked at me. 
A time limit might produce some 
results, 1 thought . Her silence con-
tinued; she was pushing herself to 
the line of disobedience. 
"Ellen," I said firmly, while notic-
ing a stepladder hanging on a nearby 
wall, "if you are going to be selfish 
and inconvenience our entire family, 
I am going to inconvenience you by 
storing my ladder on your bed. You 
have 30 s e c o n d s t o m o v e t h a t 
bicycle." 
The testing continued; neither she 
nor the bicycle moved. 
I carried the ladder to her room, 
and placed it on her bed. 
"The ladder is going to be there," I 
announced, "until you move your 
bicycle. You cannot inconvenience 
our family without being inconven-
ienced yourself." 
Realizing the consequences of her 
behavior, she ran to the garage and 
moved the bicycle. The risk was 
wor th taking. Later, Ellen and our 
entire family laughed at the folly of 
not cooperating with each other. 
Through developing sensitive con-
sciences, building self-esteem and 
administering effective discipline, the 
values of peace and justice are being 
inculcated into the lives of our chil-
dren at the ages in which their 
initial—and perhaps most impor-
tant—impressions of the world are 
being formed. While we realize that 
they will test the validity of these 
values during each stage of their 
growth, our Scripture and history 
give us the hope that they will not 
casually disregard them. The writer 
of Proverbs made this general ob-
servation: "Train children in the way 
they should go, and when they are 
old, they will not depar t " (Prov. 
22:6). While we must not take this 
passage to be a covenantal promise, 
we can find many examples in life 
that suppor t its t ruth. The greatest 
figures of our history acted out of 
righteous convictions that were in-
spired f rom their initial impressions 
of life. Blessed are our peacemaking 
children, for they are learning the 
values of the k ingdom of God. • 
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Any way you look at it, it's tough 
raising a family. As a parent of three 
grown sons, I remember their young-
er days as a blur of activities. There 
were many wonderfu l experiences, 
but also scary and exhaust ing ones. 
Paren t ing is becoming more and 
more difficult in today 's society. We 
are continually learning how fami-
lies func t ion and how better to meet 
the challenges of today's family. 
This article will discuss some of 
the challenges which face intact f am-
ilies and stepfamilies. An intact f am-
ily is a family which has not been 
separated by divorce or death. A 
stepfamily is one in which a remar-
riage has occurred and one of the 
parents is not the biological parent 
of the children in the family. Blended 
families are families in which people 
with children f r o m other marriages 
mar ry so the children in the home 
a r e n o t b io log ica l b r o t h e r s a n d 
sisters. 
It has been estimated that fewer 
than 50% of children under 18 will 
be living with bo th biological par-
ents in 1990. This means that the 
stepfamily and blended family is be-
coming more and more prevalent in 
our society. Researchers are pres-
ently working to unders tand how 
the family works and they are giving 
particular a t tent ion to stepfamilies. 
One of the differences between 
intact families and stepfamilies is the 
way children affect these families. 
W h e n a child enters a home, there 
are many changes that the husband 
and wife must make . When they 
become parents, each has their own 
set of understandings regarding par-
enting, and they become aware that 
the responsibility never ends. They 
will never again be without an aware-
ness of their child. This change in the 
relat ionship of a couple brings great 
stress. But it also brings great joy 
and pride and generally the bonds 
b e t w e e n h u s b a n d a n d wife a re 
Understand 
today's 
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strengthened. Children become the 
glue which holds the family together. 
In the stepfamily, the role of chil-
dren is vastly different. Children are 
apt to take a "divide and conquer" 
at t i tude towards their parents. F o r 
example, the children ask M o m for 
permission to go to their friend's 
house. Because the children are on 
restriction for disobedient behavior, 
M o m says no. The children then ask 
their father. If he says yes without 
knowing the children are on restric-
tion, or if he purposely contradicts 
his wife's decision, the parents have 
been divided and the children have 
conquered. 
In a well-functioning family, the 
parents will stand together and sup-
port each other on most issues. This 
does not mean they will always 
agree, but they will discuss the issue 
privately and make a decision to-
gether. Their firmness and agree-
ment on issues will give the child a 
sense of security, even if the child 
disagrees with the rules. 
In a stepfamily, this kind of situa-
tion may become complicated and 
difficult, depending upon the degree 
of trust between the spouses. For 
example, if Johnny ' s stepfather Bill 
takes action against Johnny whom 
he sees as getting away with bad 
behavior, Johnny 's mother Ann may 
disagree and intervene, preventing 
Bill f r o m acting. Bill may then feel 
angry and disenfranchised as a par-
ent. Ann may feel that Bill is too 
harsh with J o h n n y or that he doesn't 
know how to effectively parent. If 
Ann and Bill continue to struggle 
over the children, there may be 
many difficult scenes and the fu tu re 
of the marriage may be in jeopardy. 
Parents sometimes favor their natu-
ral children over stepchildren and 
this can create jealousy a m o n g the 
children and friction with the spouse. 
These two examples illustrate some 
of the difficulties which can arise 
between the husband and wife in a 
stepfamily. It is in this way that 
instead of being glue in the family, 
the children become a solvent. It is 
evident that this is a widespread 
problem when we look at second 
marriage failure and discover that 
the number one reason for couples 
separating is the children. 
The second most f requent reason 
for stepfamily b reakup has been 
money. If one or bo th of the spouses 
are suppor t ing an ex-spouse and 
family, there may not be enough 
money. Children and spouses in the 
family may feel angry and resentful 
that their needs or desires may have 
to be minimal. 
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ing 
family 
by Noreen A. Trautwein 
For the stepparent who has never 
been a parent before, parenting may 
prove to be vastly different than 
what they had imagined. Dealing 
with children's threats, lies, and con-
tinual activity may cause a great deal 
of tension in the new parent. It 
becomes even more stressful if the 
natural parent is not agreeing with 
the stepparent's attempt to discipline. 
It is unfortunate that when people 
seek to remarry, they seldom con-
sider the children in that decision 
and then are surprised when the chil-
dren become a problem. 
Communication between husband 
and wife is essential to maintain a 
strong united front . There is a ten-
dency to polarize in the stepfamily so 
one parent becomes the good parent 
and the other becomes the bad par-
ent. To avoid this tendency, parents 
need to present a united front and 
each share in both aspects of parent-
ing—praise and limits. 
Another area of difficulty in step-
families is the desire on the part of 
the stepparent to be immediately 
loved and respected by the children. 
Often the biological parent and the 
children have been functioning as a 
single parent family for some time. 
Although during the courting period 
things may seem amicable, that can 
change in a flash after the wedding. 
The stepparent may be seen as an 
intruder. Instant intimacy is not pos-
sible. Stepparents need to guard 
against pushing children into decla-
rations of love or loyalty they may 
not yet feel. Time and patience on 
the part of the stepparent in building 
a relationship with the children can 
bring the fruit of love and respect. 
All families have stressful times 
when outside encouragement and 
help can be useful. When you think 
of the many adjustments and changes 
which are necessary over the lifetime 
of a family—from the entrance of 
the first child, teen years, exit of the 
last child, retirement, grandparent-
ing, and death of the spouses—it is 
obvious that there are potential 
trouble spots along the way. For 
example, when the child enters the 
family, the new parents have to 
make many decisions of how parent-
ing will be done, when to discipline, 
etc. Mom and Dad may have been 
parented differently. Since we bring 
to parenting the models we knew as 
children, there is a good chance that 
disagreements will arise. A new model 
Parenting is becoming 
more difficult in today's 
society. It's a task 
complicated by the growth 
in the number of step-
families and blended families. 
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will have to be forged. As the child 
becomes older, parents need to adapt 
and work to gradually transfer the 
burden of responsibility for the child's 
life to the young adult's shoulders. 
This is difficult. Many families who 
did well in the early years find trou-
ble in the teen years. 
In stepfamilies, however, the new 
parent doesn't have the time to grow 
with the children f rom the begin-
ning, but is handed instant parent-
hood. Their spouse and the children 
have been operating under an intact 
set of rules which didn't include a 
second parent. 
The normal course of events in 
famil ies may include accidents , 
deaths, illness, job stress, and other 
things which also affect the family. 
Divorce and remarriage are enor-
mous stresses which cause great need 
for changes in the way the family 
manages, the choice of a home, vis-
itation rights, and who the authority 
figures are. 
Christian stepfamilies face all of 
these problems. However, they have 
the comfort and wisdom of Christ 
within. When there is a need to 
change in attitude or behavior, God 
can enable the Christian to do what 
is necessary. The Scriptures provide 
the model for the family. It is parents 
who submit with love to each other 
and seek obedience without provok-
ing their children. Christian families 
have hope in prayer and the encour-
agement of loving relationships with-
in the church family. 
What can the church do for fami-
lies? I believe a loving and open atti-
tude is essential. When a family is 
suffering problems, criticism rarely 
is helpful. A loving, listening ear can 
sometimes give the chance for release 
of feelings. This release can then 
enable the person to hear the voice 
of God deep within them. Church 
leaders can be aware of the difficul-
ties of managing intact families and 
stepfamilies. They can listen sensi-
tively and, if they are not skilled in 
family counseling, refer the family to 
the appropriate professional. Our 
families are our most treasured earth-
ly relationship. Our faith and our 
friends can give courage as we tackle 




by Donald R. Zook 
This is the fourth in a series of articles 
about proposals that will be presented 
to the 1990 General Conference by the 
Board of Administration. The first writ-
ten by Owen Alderfer, entitled "Target-
ing Leadership for Kingdom Building," 
appeared in the February issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor. The second, written 
by Harvey Sider, focused on the per-
ceived need for recruiting and training 
personnel. In April, the third article, by 
Dale W. Engle, related to the processes 
that have taken place as the proposals 
were discussed by our bishops, the Board 
of Administration, the executive direc-
tors, pastors, and regional conferences. 
This fourth article is an effort to describe 
the recommendations as they relate to 
the stewardship and financial ministries 
of the church. 
At the present time, several organiza-
tions and agencies chosen by and re-
sponsible to General Conference handle 
different phases of the denomination's 
finances. The Board for Stewardship 
with its personnel is responsible for rais-
ing funds for Cooperative Ministries 
and for encouraging biblical teaching 
concerning stewardship. The Jacob 
Engle Foundation Board of Directors 
endeavors to raise and administer loan 
funds for the construction of church 
buildings for both new and existing 
congregations. The Jacob Engle Foun-
dation also solicits and administers trust 
funds designated for the church's minis-
tries. The Pension Fund Trustees are 
responsible for receiving, investing, and 
disbursing funds designated for the pen-
sion and health insurance programs for 
the church's employees. This includes 
bishops, pastors, and both General and 
Regional Conference employees. 
In the process of having three sepa-
rate boards responsible for soliciting 
and administering the church's finances, 
sometimes serious communication prob-
lems have occurred. There have been 
misunderstandings and at times it ap-
pears there has been unhelpful competi-
tion. At times personnel have been 
asked to perform functions for which 
they have not been qualified. More 
importantly, sometimes in the process 
of raising funds that seemed necessary 
to the ministries of the church, biblical 
The Brethren in 
Christ consecrate 
a new bishop 
in Zimbabwe 
by Beth Frey 
Sunday, January 7th, 1990 saw the 
consecration of the eighth bishop in the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia/ 
Zimbabwe. 
Martin Senda had been elected at the 
church's General Conference in August 
of 1989. Bishop Stephen Ndlovu had 
given 10 years of committed service to 
the church and was now passing on the 
office. 
The service was set for 10:00 a.m. It 
was to be outdoors because even the 
large Lobengula Church could not ac-
commodate the expected crowd. By 
9:30 almost all of the seats were filled 
and many people began to sit on the 
grass. The estimated crowd was around 
3,000. 
At 10 o'clock, to the strains of "Holy, 
Holy, Holy," a procession of all the 
ordained ministers and their wives moved 
into their reserved seats and the service 
began. 
Bishop Ndlovu led in an invocation 
prayer. Appropriate Scriptures were 
read by Overseers Ziduli and Mtom-
beni. In addition, a prayer was offered 
by overseer K. Q. Moyo. 
The senior overseer. Reverend Jona-
than Dlodlo delivered the consecration 
sermon. Reading from Exodus chapter 
three, he spoke about the call of Moses. 
Moses was told to remove his shoes. He 
could not lead the way in his present 
condition. 
Dlodlo spoke to the Sendas, telling 
them the requirements of a leader. First, 
the perfect leader is trained by God. 
Second, the sending of a leader by God 
is not like that by man. And third, the 
perfect leader is willing to be sent by 
God, not by the people. 
Dlodlo went on to tell Senda some of 
the problems he would face, then re-
minded him that God would be there. 
He encouraged Senda to meet with God 
before going to the people. Senda should 
be instructed by God before trying to 
instruct his people. 
Dlodlo closed with these words: Trust 
in the Lord with all thy heart and lean 
not to your own understanding. 
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teaching on stewardship was neglected. 
As our church leadership evaluated 
efficiency and effectiveness both in the 
area of stewardship teaching and in the 
handling of the finances which God has 
entrusted to the church, a recommenda-
tion was made that these necessary func-
tions be consolidated. The Vision Plan-
ning proposals recommend that these 
functions become the responsibility of 
one Board—the Board for Stewardship 
Services. Responsibility for the coordi-
nation and administration will be as-
signed to one Executive Director. Suit-
able staff with appropriate gifts will be 
employed to carry out the various tasks. 
Communication should then be en-
hanced. Agreement on objectives and 
procedures should be facilitated. Differ-
ences in opinion and objectives will be 
more immediately apparent and should 
be resolved more readily. 
With one Board responsible for pol-
icy and one Executive Director respon-
Left: Bishop Ndlovu reads the consecration 
vows to the new bishop. 
Right: Former Bishopand Mrs. P. M. Khumalo; 
outgoing Bishop and Mrs. S. N. Ndlovu; 
newly-elected Bishop and Mrs. Martin Senda. 
The vows were read by Bishop S. 
Ndlovu. At an arranged pause a mixed 
octet sang a beautiful song of conse-
cration. 
Former Bishop Khumalo added ap-
propriate words of admonition before 
giving the prayer of consecration. In 
summary, he said: 
"In times past many have told you 
what to do. Now you are alone. Go to 
God alone. 
"If you've never learned to listen, start 
now. Don't talk much. Be single tongued. 
Stand on the truth, it sets free. 
"A leader needs a 'chest.' If you don't 
hide words in your 'chest' people will not 
trust you. 
"People may say that this is their 
work, but remember it is God's work." 
Speaking to the congregation, Khu-
malo said that Senda would make mis-
takes, and the people should remember 
that Senda is different, he is God's 
anointed and that they should not dare 
to touch him. 
For the final prayer, all the ordained 
ministers and their wives moved around 
the Sendas to lay hands on them in 
unity. It was a time of deep commitment 
sible for administration, it should be eas-
ier to recruit staff with various gifts who 
can appreciate and complement one 
another. It also should enable staff with 
the gift of teaching to concentrate on 
stewardship education and training. This 
very important ministry must not be 
neglected. The Brethren in Christ have 
many people who are committed to 
obedience. Exciting things will happen 
as God's people understand and put into 
practice God's miraculous plan of 
economy. 
Efficiency can also result when sev-
eral functions are entrusted to one 
agency. Economics of scale can be real-
ized. Generally, skilled staff can handle 
enlarged tasks and responsibilities. 
Management personnel may be mini-
mized. Response time to questions 
should be reduced. 
Effectiveness in handling the church's 
finances should be facilitated as quali-
fied staff work together. Some interest-
after which best wishes were offered to 
the new bishop and his wife. 
Speaking for the church, Reverend 
Naison Moyo challenged the new bishop 
and his wife to service for God and 
pledged to them the support of the 
church. 
A presentation of copper items from 
the urban churches was made by Mrs. 
Isaac Mpofu to the outgoing bishop and 
his wife. Ndlovu responded humbly that 
he didn't feel praise was deserved. 
Dark thunderclouds were rolling in 
during the service, providing welcome 
ing and beneficial cooperation may occur 
as some of the church's ministries with 
endowment and investment funds relate 
to other agencies with development 
potential. Board members with expe-
rience in various areas of finance can 
pray and dialog together on creative 
solutions as they discuss the challenges 
and opportunities that God's people 
face today. 
This proposed reorganization for the 
financial and stewardship ministries of 
the church is part of the total Vision 
Planning proposals which are being 
recommended to General Conference. 
Let's pray that God will fulfill his prom-
ise to be generous in granting wisdom to 
his people as we seek his face and 
attempt to discern the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. • 
Don Zook is executive director of the 
Jacob Engie Foundation. 
shade from the blazing sun. The service 
closed with this promise of desperately 
needed rain, somehow symbolic of the 
showers of spiritual blessing upon the 
church for which we pray. 
A meal was served from four points 
to the large congregation. A spirit of 
fellowship and good will prevailed. As 
we drove home we thanked God for the 
rain which had broken a long hot spell. 
We also prayed for revival in the church, 
and we ask that the church in North 
America pray for the new bishop and 
for revival. • 
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od aP work in our world 
Target neighborhood 
Judy Smith—Thies, Senegal 
Val Mtiller has found a group of 
seven men who are interested in Bible 
study in the neighborhood where their 
maid, Sally, lives. Sally became a Chris-
tian around Christmastime of 1988 and 
was baptized about a year ago. Her sis-
ter Yassine is also very interested in the 
gospel (she "prays to Jesus"). Their 
mother and another sister attend the 
women's weekly Bible study in Barb 
Vannah's home. 
The end of November, one of the 
Christian Peace Corps workers told us 
about the mother of a friend of his, who 
was very sick with a "bad leg." Appar-
ently she was a diabetic, and she got a 
small infection that continued to grow 
until the cost of treatment was too much 
for the family to bear. So she was left at 
home—crying all night because of the 
intense pain. I was sure it was gangrene, 
so we decided to take her to the Catholic 
hospital and share the cost among all of 
us. 
While she was there, Barb had the 
opportunity to read the Bible and pray 
with the sick woman and all the family 
that gathered around. All are Muslims, 
yet here was a group of Christians who 
responded right away to the need of a 
stranger. Doctors amputated her leg the 
same day she was admitted. Barb went 
to see her the next day. The woman was 
so happy—no smell of rotting flesh and 
no pain. Yet she was terribly emaciated 
from her long illness. 
Five days later, when Barb returned 
to the hospital, the bed was empty. The 
woman had died. It was hard to accept 
and understand. But after going to the 
funeral, we realized that more people 
heard about the love of Christ shown 
through his servants than if the woman 
had lived! Friends and relatives came 
from all over. And the family made it a 
point to thank Barb and Robert for their 
help and to assure them they did not 
blame them for the woman's death: it 
was the will of God, and he took her. 
The amazing thing is that the woman 
lived right around the corner from Sally— 
in the neighborhood of Medina Fall. So 
we all feel that something is going to 
happen in that community. God has 
opened the door in several places. We 
are testing the waters in anticipation of a 
ministry "taking o f f ' in Medina Fall. 
Committed to Interceding 
Esther Spurrier—Mount Joy, Pa. 
Sometimes it seems incredible to me 
that God chooses to use us mortals to do 
his work here on earth. And his plan 
includes our prayers, praises and inter-
cessions. As commitments have come 
into the Board for World Missions 
office for another year from World 
Christian Intercessors (WCI), I want to 
share a few of their comments. 
From Dillsburg (Pa.) comes this note: 
"It is my pleasure to be a part of this 
group. I hope we get 1,000 intercessors 
to participate in this great need. It is so 
blessed to see God answering our 
prayers." 
From Stouffville (Ont.) a woman 
writes: "WCI has been a real help to me 
in keeping the needs of the missionaries 
on my prayer list. Also, it keeps me 
aware of what is going on around the 
world—things I can share as missions 
leader of our congregation. And I like 
Grace Holland's thought-provoking 
articles." 
From Upland (Calif.) comes this: "I'd 
like to continue prayer for missionaries 
for 1990. I want to recommit myself to 
caring for missionaries through prayer 
and communication. In 1989 I didn't do 
so well. I'd start and drop off, start again 
and drop off. But I would like another 
year to try to stick with the needs of 
those so far away. That is my goal for 
1990. And I will pray to God about my 
need to put others before myself! Thank 
you and may God bless you as we start 
another year of intercession." 
The commitment to be an intercessor 
is not a light one. But it can be extremely 
rewarding. Will you consider being 
blessed in such a way? 
Who heals all our diseases 
Alvin Book and Eugene Madeira— 
Cagua, Venezuela 
It seems our church families suffer so 
many crises: illnesses, unemployment, 
financial stress. One such family is Car-
los and Reina Rangel. Reina is president 
of the women's society and a Sunday 
school teacher. Carlos is a member of 
the church board. Both are dynamic, 
dedicated people with excellent poten-
tial for leadership in the church. We 
appreciate their maturity. 
Last summer, Carlos had an accident 
with his car. His job as a traveling 
salesman depends on the use of this car. 
The insurance company was very slow 
in paying for repairs. And with a family 
of five children, there was not enough 
extra money around to fix it themselves. 
To add to the stress of this situation, an 
unsaved sister with her four small chil-
dren moved in with them at this time. 
But in spite of the difficulty, Carlos and 
Reina remained constant and firm in the 
faith. 
Toward the end of 1989, Carlos was 
hospitalized with a bleeding ulcer, gall-
stones, and a very low blood count. He 
received a number of units of blood. 
Though he has only one-quarter of his 
stomach left, doctors wanted to remove 
that part. But Carlos asked to have that 
surgery put off until 1990. After two 
weeks in the hospital, he was released to 
return in another two weeks for a check-
up. Meanwhile the church prayed earn-
estly. 
When he went back to be checked, the 
x-rays showed that the ulcer was healed! 
The bleeding had stopped, and only a 
scar remained. 
We are praising God for his healing 
hand. And we continue to pray that this 
man will be completely restored and 
strengthened for the work to which God 
has called him. 
From Christmas to Easter 
Shirley Johnson—Bangkok, Thailand 
At school my little angels learned 
about Christmas. We made mobiles of 
Santa, Mrs. Santa, elves, snowmen, 
trees and candle. Becky, my roommate, 
came and helped us decorate ginger-
bread boys. We sang songs and read 
books. Under the words "Jesus' love is 
the best gift of all" we drew pictures of 
how we help others by showing love. We 
decorated a small tree as well as two 
paper trees. We had strings of lights, 
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tinsel, and mobiles. We had lights, 
camera, action. . . . 
Yet in the busyness of it all, every 
morning we would review the advent 
calendar and add a new day. Slowly 
they learned of a shepherd boy named 
Daniel, a star, a stable, and Jesus. When 
I mentioned Jesus, Chung Hsien pointed 
to the cross and said, "Teacher, why did 
Jesus die?" 
They learned how a baby would grow 
up to be King of the whole world, a King 
whom the bad kings didn't like, a King 
who died. "But, Teacher, why?" I told 
them as simply as I could about our 
King and said we would talk about the 
story again at Easter. "Easter, Teacher, 
what's that?" Later. . . . 
Meanwhile, we had the Christmas 
show, the gift exchange and, best of all, 
the biggest birthday party we'd ever 
have. "But, Teacher, whose birthday?" 
Jesus'. Jesus was born 2000 years ago. 
"Wow!" Not a day went by that we 
didn't talk about the upcoming party. 
Then in the quietness after singing 
"Away in a Manger" the day before the 
party, Yu Yen asked, "Miss Shirley, is 
Jesus coming to the birthday party?" IH 
never forget her innocent words. Yes, 
Yu Yen, he will come. He's already here 
in our hearts if we believe in him. Jesus 
promised. 
Praise God for opportunities to share 
his love with my little ones. Pray that 
they will not forget these words. Pray 
for the chance to share again at Easter 
time. I have five new children (now 20 
students), and I really have to remind 
myself to be patient. They know no Eng-
lish . . . starting all over again. . . . 
- d S g ^ Kenbrook Bible Camp 
40th Anniversary and Homecoming 
Come join the celebration of Kenbrook's 40th anniversary of the founding of 
the camp at our first homecoming event, July 20-22, 1990. 
The weekend will feature a Food and Craft Bazaar, sponsored by the Kenbrook 
Ladies Auxiliary, slide shows, recreation, a demonstration of the original sawmill 
that was used to cut lumber for the construction of the camp, a traditional 
campfire, and a hymn sing featuring songs from the 40 years of Kenbrook's 
ministry. There will also be plenty of time for meeting friends from the past and 
others who have shared the blessing of Kenbrook 
Anyone is invited to participate, but a special invitation is extended to all who 
have been a part of Kenbrook's ministry at any time during these last 40 years. 
You may register for all or any part of the weekend using the form below. Sign up 
soon and come enjoy the celebration with others for whom Kenbrook has been a 




City State. .Zip. 
Adults. .Teens _ .Children 3-11. -Children under 3-
Rates: Breakfast: $3.00 (adults) $1.50 (children 3-11) 
Lunch: $5.00 (adults) $2.50 (children 3-11) 
Dinner: $5.75 (adults) $2.75 (children 3-11) 
Guest Room: $40 per room per night (Towels and linens provided) 
Tent or Camper Site: $7/night, $ l l / n i g h t with electric. 
Please check each meal and/or lodging your family will require 






Please send deposit of $10 with your registration to Kenbrook Bible Camp, 501 
Pine Meadow Drive, Lebanon, PA 17042 




8:00 a.m. Breakfast 
10:00-2:00 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary Food and Craft 
Bazaar 
A variety of food items will be available 
at the fair for your noon meal. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. Free and planned Recreation 
*See biblical and historical characters 




5:00 p.m. 40th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
Chicken Barbecue dinner followed by 
the multi-media presentation of the 
Kenbrook Story by Maranatha 
Productions. 
8:00 p.m. Campfire Service 
Singing and sharing the blessings 
received at Kenbrook. 
Led by former camp directors. 
10:00 p.m. Night-owl swim in the lighted pool 
Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
12:00 noon Dinner 
1:00-4:00 p.m. Planned and free recreation 
4:00-6:00 p.m. Picnic supper 
Bring your own or purchase one at the 
camp. Afire will be available for hot 
dogs, etc. 
6:00 p.m. 40 Years of Praise in Song. 
A program of singing the songs of the 
40 years of the camp's ministry. 
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Qhurck A/ews 
Allegheny Conference 
The video "Change in the Church," with Henry 
Ginder, was viewed on Mar. 25 by the Air Hill 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. Fourteen per-
sons were received recently as members. Thirteen 
were baptized. • On Nov. 25, 1989, Phoebe Win-
gert, Grace Bert, Thomas Bouchand Pamela Bert 
gave a 50th wedding anniversary open house at the 
Antrim Church, Greencastle, Pa. for their parents, 
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Bouch. The Bouches 
retired f rom the ministry in 1986 after serving for 
nearly 40 years. They have 12 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandsons, and reside near Greencastle, Pa. 
Dorcas Climenhaga was speaker on Mar. 15 for 
the ladies' brunch at the Big Valley church, Belle-
ville, Pa. The church has a new cassette duplicator. 
• On Mar. 17, the Carlisle, Pa., church music 
committee sponsored the "Not-So-Frivolous Fol-
Gary Warden 
ordination 
On Sunday morning, March 4, 1990, 
Gary Warden was ordained to the Chris-
tian ministry at the Phoneton Brethren 
in Christ Church, Tipp City, Ohio, 
where he has pastored for the last seven 
years. Several of Gary's good friends 
participated in the service. Rev. Steve 
Hopkins from Texas, director and mis-
sionary for New Life Ministries Interna-
tional, preached the ordination sermon. 
Bishop Owen Alderfer led in the ordi-
nation ceremony. Rev. Paul Race, asso-
ciate minister for Beulah Chapel in 
Springfield, Ohio, ministered in song 
and prayer. 
Gary, along with his wife Diane and 
four children, ministers as a bivoca-
tional pastor at the Phoneton church. In 
addition to pastoring, Gary works as 
department manager in engineering re-
search and development at Systran Cor-
lies"—a talent and fun night with a dessert smor-
gasbord to follow. • The Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Mifflintown, Pa., hosted A Walk Through 
the Bible Seminar (New Testament) on Mar. 9-10. 
The congregation provided 33 grocery bags 
through MCC for distribution in Philadelphia and 
New York. • On April 21-22, the Chambersburg, 
Pa., congregation planned Family Emphasis "90 
with Dr. David and Joyce Leaman from Waynes-
boro. 
Rev. and Mrs. Fetrow gave an appreciation 
dinner for the Colyer congregation, Centre Hall, 
Pa., on Feb. 25. A Good News Club began on 
Mar. 6 • On Mar. 25, the Cumberland Valley 
congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., began the five-part 
video series "Making Things Right" with Paul 
Faulkner. • On Mar. 18. the Five Forks congrega-
tion. Waynesboro, Pa., enjoyed the drama and 
puppet ministry of the Fairview Ave. church. Four 
persons were baptized on Apr. 1. • Lazarus and 
Rachel Phiri spoke on April 1 to the Grantham, 
Pa., congregation. "To Be a Woman of a Perfect 
Heart" was the theme of the Apr. 6-7 women's 
retreat. The sanctuary has new carpet and tile. 
David Climenhaga was holy week speaker Apr. 
11-15 for the Green Grove congregation. Spring 
Mills, Pa. • The Green Spring congregation. New-
vine, Pa., enjoyed the ministry of the Faith Cho-
rale on Apr. 8. • The Living Miracles were in 
concert on Mar. 25 at the Hollowell church, 
Waynesboro, Pa. • On Mar. 14, the Iron Springs 
congregation, Fairfield, Pa., traveled by bus to 
Chambersburg to hear the Stillman College Choir 
from Alabama. • Si Lehman. Jr. led revival meet-
ings Feb. 25—Mar. 4 for the Marsh Creek congre-
gation, Howard, Pa. Paul Hostetler spoke to the 
congregation on Mar. 18. • On March 4, Dave 
Gary and Diane with theirchildren: Stephanie, 
Samuel, Rachel and Nathan. 
poration in Dayton. After graduating 
from Wright State University in Dayton 
(with a B. A. degree in Computer Science) 
as well as from Centerville Bible College 
(with a three year Biblical Studies and 
Theology degree), Gary served the Beu-
lah Chapel congregation as a youth 
director. A year later the nearby Phone-
ton church extended an invitation to 
Gary and Diane to pastoral work. 
The Paramount congregation (Hagerstown, 
Md.) dedicated additional church facilities on 
March 18. Two special features of the service were 
the dedication of the Brethren in Christ emblem, 
which will be mounted on the exterior of the sanc-
tuary, and the announcement of the offering, the 
highest in the 20-year history of the congregation. 
(With a goal of $5,000, the offering totaled a little 
over $9,000.) Pictured above (left to right): Bishop 
H. Frank Kipe; his two sons. Ken (of the New 
Guilford congregation in Pa.) and Frank (chair-
man of the Building Committee); and Pastor Jim 
Stauffer. The brothers operate Kipe Steel in 
Chambersburg, Pa., and donated the emblem, 
made entirely f rom stainless steel. 
Brubaker spoke to the Martinsburg, Pa., congre-
gation on "Biblical Basis for Peace." Eugene 
Heidler was revival speaker Mar. 12-18. 
Wilbur Benner was revival speaker at the end of 
March for the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation. 
The church was the host site for the April 21 
Greater Harrisburg Prayer "90 Concert of Prayer 
on the theme, "The Hope for the City."* In early 
March , the Messiah Village congrega t ion , 
Mechanicsburg, received the message of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Kline, who have recently returned from 
a 20-year mission in Irian Jaya where their goal 
was to establish an indigenous church. • Raymond 
and Cindy Mummert were installed on Apr. 15 as 
pastoral couple of the Morning Hour Chapel con-
gregation, East Berlin, Pa. 
On Mar. 25, Bruce McCracken of Lancaster 
Bible College preached to the Mt. Rock congrega-
tion, Shippensburg, Pa. • Mar. 25 was Sunday 
school celebration day for the New Guilford 
church, Chambersburg, Pa., with combined classes 
and a balloon launch. • Daniel Yutzy f rom Taylor 
University, Upland, lnd., was revival speaker 
Mar. 18-21 for the Redland Valley congregation, 
York Haven, Pa. • On Mar. 11, Martha Lady 
spoke on behalf of the Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine to the Van Lear congregation, Williams-
port, Md. The youth group had a scavenger hunt 
on Mar. 31. • The Wesley church, Mt. Holly 
Springs, Pa., hosted the community Lenten ser-
vice on Mar. 21. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Community Bible congregation, Sarasota, 
Fla., had a Friends Sunday service on Mar. 18 
with a salad bar and dessert following. • "The 
Peaceful Warrior," the story of early Anabaptist 
Michael Sattler, was presented on Mar. 18 to the 
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Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., by the 
Manor congregation's drama group. • Pastor 
Dale Engle of the Cross Roads church. Mount 
Joy, Pa., preached a March sermon series entitled. 
"Revival—An Alternative to Survival." The con-
gregation enjoyed a noon meal together on Mar. 
11 in conjunction with the dedication service of the 
south entrance addition which adds an elevator 
and two classrooms. 
The Elizabethtown, Pa., church reports a new 
Sunday evening intergenerational praise and share 
time, with a t tendance up to 90 people. • Elbert 
Smith preached in the Mar. 25 morning service of 
the Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa. • The Her-
shey, Pa., congregation has "adopted" Shirley 
Johnson, missionary to Thailand. The church was 
host for the Apr. 27-29 Atlantic Conference youth 
retreat. • On Mar . 25, J. V. Morsch, retired district 
superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene. 
spoke in the morning service to the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla. • David Grimm of 
the Pa. Council on Alcohol Problems spoke on 
Mar. 25 to the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation. 
New sidewalks will be installed as a result of the 
"Walking Higher" campaign. 
On Youth Sunday, Mar. 18, Julie Nevel pre-
sented "An Evening of Songs" to the Lancaster, 
Pa., congregation. The congregation had a practi-
cal evening of information in early March called 
"Conversations on Conservation." • Ken Letner 
was resource person on Mar. 11 for an "Assimilat-
ing New Believers" seminar for leaders of the 
Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa. "Discover-
ing Your Spiritual Gifts" was the topic for the 
Women's Overnight Get-Away on Mar . 16-17. • 
On Mar . 4, Eugene Wingert shared about the 
ministry of Kenbrook Bible Camp with the Mas-
tersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa. A group 
of men f rom Teen Challenge Training Center 
spoke and sang on Mar. 18. 
On Mar . 11, the Millersville, Pa., congregation 
viewed the family film "Bible on the Table." • Jeff 
House led revival meetings Apr. 1-6 at the Mt. 
Pleasant church, Mt. Joy, Pa. The congregation 
has selected a building committee. • Phil Keefer, 
Director of Planned Giving, led a will clinic Mar. 
25 for the Palmyra, Pa., congregation. A baptism 
and membership class began on Apr. 8. • The 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., baptized 20 per-
sons on Mar . 11 and received 27 new members on 
Mar . 18. Fannie Longenecker was missions 
speaker on Mar . 21. 
Terry Brensinger of Messiah College led renew-
al services on Mar . 14-18 for the Refton, Pa., 
congregation. Pastor Long recently attended a 
Youth Specialties Resource seminar in Baltimore. 
Wilmer Heisey spoke on Mar. 25. • On Mar. 18, 
the four-par t film series, "Celebration of Disci-
pline," began at the Skyline View church, Harris-
burg, Pa. • Don Eisenhower filled the pulpit Mar. 
25 and Apr. 1 for the Stowe, Pa., congregation 
while Pastor Burkett traveled to regional confer-
ence and vacationed. • The youth of the Summit 
View congregation, New Holland. Pa., planned a 
retreat at Paradise Lake for Mar . 9-11. On Mar . 
25, the congregation viewed the film "In His 
Steps." 
Canadian Conference 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns representa-
tive Dave Brubakergave the message Mar. 18 to 
the Delisle, Sask., congregation. The church spon-
sored a child find identification clinic on Mar . 26 
at the local elementary school. • The Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., recently welcomed 
home Tim Fretz after his four years of service with 
M C C in Ethiopia. • The Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., viewed the Harold Morris film 
series "Beyond the Barriers" in March and April. 
On Mar. 4, Peace Sunday, the message was 
"Mediation in the Congregation," a paper by 
Ronald Kraybill, Director of Mennonite Concilia-
tion Services. 
The young adults of the Houghton congrega-
tion, Langton, Ont., planned a lasagna supperand 
fellowship evening for Mar. 2. The congregation is 
helping to fund an M C C thrift shop in Port 
Rowan which opened Apr. 4. • On Mar. 2-4, the 
Kindersley, Sask. , congregat ion joined three 
Mennonite churches for special services with 
Werner Froese, M C C Saskatchewan director. • 
The junior high youth of the Lakeside Community 
congregation, Calgary, Alb., recently participated 
in the World Vision 30 Hour Famine. Audrey 
Arnall shared her testimony at the Mar. 3 women's 
breakfast. • "Friendship That Lasts"was the Mar. 
11 Friends Day theme for the North East Com-
munity congregation, Calgary. A three-part "Help 
for Teachers" seminar for Christian education 
workers was given in March and April. 
Spring revival meetings with Curtis Bryant were 
held Mar. 25—Apr. 1 at the Oak Ridges, Ont., 
church. • Bishop Sider officiated at the Mar. 4 
installation of Kevin and Lauren Taylor as pas-
toral couple of the Ridgemount congregation, 
Hamilton, Ont. • On Mar. 2-4, the Rosebank 
congregation, Petersburg, Ont., had a spiritual life 
conference with Fred and Grace Holland. In late 
March, Pastor Silvestro attended a John Maxwell 
church growth conference in Indiana. • On Mar. 
13, the Sherkston, Ont., congregation had a winter 
picnic at Buffalo Christian Center, complete with 
swimming, miniature golf, and other sporting 
activities. A missions conference with John and 
Ethel Sider, Ernie and Jean Giles, and Bill and 
Mary Hoke was Mar. 28—Apr. 1. 
James Cober has resigned as pastor of the 
Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont. • On 
Mar. 3, the youth of the Stayner, Ont., congrega-
tion baked cookies and took them to Blue Moun-
tain Manor . The River Brethren f rom Niagara 
Christian College led in an evening of music and 
praise on Mar. 4. • On Mar. 10, the Westheights 
church, Kitchener, Ont., sponsored a fellowship 
breakfast with John Reimer speaking on the role 
of Christians in our present society. • The Upper 
Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., had a fourth 
anniversary celebration service on Mar. 25. Gloria 
Nevinger and Cliff Phillips provided music. 
Central Conference 
On Mar. 18, the Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, had a world missions emphasis evening with 
Louis Cober. speaker. • The Ashland, Ohio, con-
gregation had a guess-who's-coming-to-dinner on 
Mar. 24. • On Feb. 24, ladies of the Carland-Zion 
church, Owosso, Mich., hosted a luncheon for 
Dorcas Climenhaga, Phyllis Engle, Rachel Phiri, 
Louis Cober, and Hirotoshi Hashimoto. • The 
Christian Union church, Garrett, Ind., hosted the 
Mar. 31 Michiana missions rally. A farewell 
dinner for Joanna Hoke was Mar. 25. • The Fair-
view church, Englewood, Ohio, hosted Central 
Conference Mar. 16-17, including a celebration 
dinnerand "This is Your Life"for Bishop Alderfer. 
Four members were received Mar. 18. 
Mar. 17 was "Green Night, Family Night" at the 
Highland church. West Milton, Ohio. All the food 
was green. Mar. 25 was talent night. • During 
Lent, the Lakeview congregat ion, Goodrich, 
Mich., did a Wednesday night study on Jesus' last 
words f rom the cross. • Carolyn Bowers of the 
Board for Congregational Life led a Sunday 
school and family seminar on Mar . 23 for 25 
persons at the Morrison, 111., church. • On Mar. 
25, Sheri Hoover spoke to the Bridgebuilders out-
reach team of the Nappanee, Ind., congregation 
on American sign language. 
The Mar. 11 M P F service of the Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, congregation was a report on the Associa-
tion of Church Mission Committees regional con-
ference. • The Sippo Valley congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio, had a work day Mar. 31 beginning with 
breakfast at a local restaurant. • The youth of the 
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., led 
the entire worship service on Mar. 18. Sean 
McGarvey preached. Carl S tump and Owen 
Alderfer spoke challenges in the Mar. 25 service. 
Midwest Conference 
Graybill Brubaker spoke Mar. 18 to the Abi-
lene, Ks., congregation on world missions. • Phil 
Swisher of the Community-South church plant-
ing, Oklahoma City, Okla., has announced plans 
to return to ministry with the Assembly of God 
Church. • A new church planting in Denver, 
Colo., is planned for this summer under the lead-
ership of Robert Douglass with the help of Aaron 
Stern. • The youth choir of the Oklahoma City, 
Okla.. church sang April 1,8, and 15 and prepared 
a musical for May 13. • The Rosebank congrega-
tion, Hope, Ks., recently had a winter clothing 
drive for Mexico. • The Midwest Conference pas-
tors' growth week was Mar. 18-21 at Cross Winds 
Conference Center in Hesston, Ks. 
Pacific Conference 
The Moreno church, Moreno Valley, Calif., 
had revival meetings Mar. 11-14 with the Snyders. 
A membership class was slated to begin Mar. 17. • 
Victory Sunday for the Ontario, Calif., congrega-
tion's stewardship campaign was Mar. 4. The film 
"A Man Called Norman" was shown Mar . 11.* 
The Mar. 11 Missions Sunday evening service at 
the Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore., featured 
Roy and Karla Libby, missionaries with Gospel 
Missionary Union in Colombia. The Libbys de-
scribed his 68-day captivity in early 1989 when he 
was taken hostage while attending an evangelical 
meeting. The musical presentation "The Seven 
Last Words of Christ f rom the Cross" was pre-
sented Mar. 18 by chalk artist Herb Anderson, 
soloist and speaker Jeanne Magee Robb, and Rev. 
Clark Robb. • The Riverside, Calif., congregation 
has begun distributing a new newsletter, "Com-
munity Voices,"for people within and without the 
church. The congregation sponsored a seminar on 
Mar. 21, "The Christian and the State: Separation 
and Social Action." 
The deadline for submission of news is the 
first day of each month. Send bulletins and 
written submissions to arrive no later than 
this date regardless of whether you can 
include all the bulletins from the previous 
month. 
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Last will and "testimony" 
The claim has been made that "Seven 
out of ten people die without valid 
wills." That is not a true statement! If 
you have not written a will, then the 
state in which you live has one ready for 
you. By not having a personally written 
will, you have relegated the choice of 
executor, trustee (if required), and the 
guardian for any minor children to a 
court-appointed judge. You also forfeit 
the privilege of having your will serve as 
a testimony of your faith in Jesus Christ. 
When is the last time you reviewed 
your will? Are selections you made still 
valid? Does it continue to meet your 
objectives? Is it in compliance with cur-
rent laws? Keeping your will up-to-date 
can be as important as preparing it in the 
first place. 
Will clinics are being conducted in 
congregations in the five United States 
regional conferences. The clinics are a 
service of the General Conference Stew-
ardship Department. Personal consulta-
tions are available where the Director of 
Planned Giving sits down with a couple 
like Mike and Dorothy1 to discuss guide-
lines for choosing guardians, trustees, 
and executors for their wills. 
Mike and Dorothy did not realize at 
first that parents can control the dis-
tribution of their assets to their children, 
regardless of their children's ages. So 
this couple included, in a trust, multiple 
distributions at various ages for their 
children during early childhood. 
They gave regularly to their church. 
Because of this they wanted to give 
through their estate as well. They are 
planning to give a tithe of their estate to 
the Jacob Engle Foundation (JEF). 
A function of J E F is to serve as a 
"conduit" or, for our agrarian brothers 
and sisters, a "pipeline." A conduit, pipe-
line, and the foundation all have one 
thing in common: they serve as a pas-
sage for something else. 
Mike and Dorothy, in their wills, 
Phil Keefer is Director of Planned Giving 
for the Brethren in Christ Church. 
directed that their charitable bequest go 
to the foundation. They filled out a 
Charitable Gift Distribution form sup-
plied by JEF. On it they listed their 
church and charitable causes which were 
to be the ultimate beneficiaries of their 
charitable bequest. Therefore, J E F 
served as a passage for their bequest.2 
Sam and Sally are a couple with 
grown children. The children are married 
and established in their careers. Since 
Sam and Sally are no longer responsible 
for them, they have chosen to increase 
their charitable bequest. They realize 
that by including their church and de-
nominational ministries as recipients of 
a bequest, they perpetuate those minis-
tries after their deaths. They also see 
their charitable bequest as a testimony 
of the lives they lived. 
Bill and Betty wanted their bequest to 
be finalized while they are living. They 
are giving their home to the church 
while retaining the right to live in it for 
the rest of their lives. 
Another couple, Roy and Lucy, also 
wanted to provide for the church through 
their estate. They have made a provision 
which establishes a trust at their deaths, 
with the earnings of the trust being dis-
tributed to the church for 15 years. At 
the end of the 15-year term, the principal 
of the trust will be distributed to their 
surviving children. 
They have specifically directed their 
trustee to invest the trust asset in the 
Jacob Engle Foundation. By doing so 
they know the funds will be used by the 
foundation to further benefit the church. 
Mike and Dorothy, Sam and Sally, 
Bill and Betty, Roy and Lucy are four 
couples who understand the value of a 
testimony for Jesus Christ. Their tes-
timonies bear witness to their under-
standing of stewardship, the managing 
of someone else's property. Scriptures 
are clear regarding the fact that God 
owns everything. 
The Apostle Paul quotes the Psalmist 
when he says; "The earth is the Lord's, 
and everything in it" (1 Corinthians 
by Phil Keefer 
10:26). What we do with what God has 
entrusted to us while we live and when 
we die is a testimony to our understand-
ing of this important biblical teaching. 
As Director of Planned Giving, I wel-
come the opportunity to sit down with 
you and discuss the various ways you 
can testify regarding your faith in God 
through your will. A personal consulta-
tion can be arranged by writing to Stew-
ardship Services, Department of Planned 
Giving, P.O. Box 450, Mechanicsburg, 
PA 17055 or by calling me at (717) 
697-2634. 
The following brochures are available 
for your information by either calling or 
writing: 
"How to Make a Will that Works" 
"You Never Need to Change Your 
Will Unless . . ." 
"How Your Will Can Last Forever" 
"How to Protect Your Rights with a 
Will" 
"37 Things People 'Know'about Wills 
that Aren't Really So" 
1 Names in this article are fictitious. 
2Some states do not allow this method of 
bequeathing property which is known as 
"Incorporation by Reference." 
Phil Keefer gives information 
and advice to Brethren in Christ 
people of the five U.S. regional 
conferences of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. What he has to 
say is generally true in the Ca-
nadian Conference as well. For 
more specific information, Ca-
nadians are encouraged to con-
tact Robert Leadley, Associate 
Director of Stewardship, 2619 
Niagara Parkway, R.R. 1, Fort 
Erie, Ont. L2A 5M4. Phone: 
(416) 871-9991. 
22 Evangelical Visitor 
For the Record 
Births 
Allan: Joshua Scott, Jan. 24; David and Jen-
nifer (Hume) Allan, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Bert: Justin Collins, Mar. 25; Ray and Linda 
(Hock) Bert, Cumberland Valley congregation. 
Pa. 
Breneman: Marshal James, Mar. 12; James 
and Renee (Groff) Breneman, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Brown: Melanie Christine, Mar. 2; Allen and 
Elizabeth (Sperry) Brown, Chambersburg con-
gregation. Pa. 
Burger: Zachary Ethan, Mar. 13; Roland and 
Sandy Burger, Van Lear congregation, Md. 
Diller: Stephanie Renee. Feb. 27; Steve and 
Laura Diller, Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa. 
Fortney: Grace Elaine, Mar. 18; Bill and Lorie 
(Clopper) Fortney, Five Forks congregation. Pa. 
Gladfelter: Josiah Abram, Mar. 15; James and 
Teresa (Pheasant) Gladfelter, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Griffin: Adrine, Mar. 6; John and Valerie Grif-
fin, Mt. Rock congregation. Pa. 
Hawbaker: Hannah Hope, Mar. 8; Perry and 
Joy (Keller) Hawbaker, Mound Park congrega-
tion, Iowa. 
Heisey: Erica Michelle and Andrea Janelle, 
Jan. 23; Stuart and Doris (Saylor) Heisey, Macha, 
Zambia. 
Hoffman: Cameron Tucker, Mar. 16; Chad 
and Wendy (Stone) Hoffman, Conoy congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hubert: Courtney Marie, Jan. 29; Bruce and 
Lorna Hubert, Port Colborne congregation. Ont. 
John: Andrew Augustus, Jan. 20; Mike and 
Ruth John, New Guilford congregation, Pa. 
Killinger: Danielle Nicole, Mar. 19; John and 
Sheri (Kuhn) Killinger, Fairland congregation. 
Pa. 
Kipe: Andrea Lynne, Mar. 23, Ray and Dar-
lyss (Esh) Kipe, Five Forks congregation. Pa. 
Klassen: Mellisa Karen, Mar. 22; John and 
Karen Klassen, Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Marconett: Luke Daniel, Feb. 15; Doug and 
Brenda Marconett, Highland congregation, Ohio. 
Park: Jenna Lynn, Mar. 6; Jeff and Sharon 
(Vanderberg) Park, Cumberland Valley congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Rhoads: Kyle James, Mar. 17; Charles and 
Lois (Greenewalt) Rhoads, Pequea congregation. 
Pa. 
Royer: Rochelle Lynne, Mar. 10; Eric and 
Wanda (Wheeler) Royer, Cedar Heights congre-
gation, Pa. 
Shertzer: Jeremy Scott, Mar. 11; Scott and 
Terri (Moll) Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Snyder: Caitlin Marie, Mar. 14; Randy and 
Debbie (Koch) Snyder, Cumberland Valley con-
gregation, Pa. 
Steckley: Kyle Jay, Feb. 21; Larry and Linda 
Steckley, Falls View congregation, Ont. 
Tarrant: Emily-Ann Nicole, Feb. 3; Dean and 
Dawn (Sloggett) Tarrant. Falls View congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Walker: Stephanie Anne, Feb. 1; John and 
Bonnie Walker, Bridlewood congregation, Ont. 
Wolgemuth: Angi May. Mar. 12; Andrew and 
Ginger (Shank) Wolgemuth. Cross Roads con-
gregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Forry-Porter: Belinda Denise, daughter of Harl 
and Betsy Porter, Englewood, Colo., and Jon 
Renee, son of Henry and the late Theda M. Forry, 
Manheim. Pa., Feb. 17, at the University Hills 
Baptist Church. Denver, Colo., with Rev. Mike 
Story officiating. 
Tonnesen-Small: Margaret Louise Small and 
Thomas Curtis Tonnesen, Dec. 26, 1989. at the 
Wyandotte Tribal Headquarters, Oklahoma, with 
Rev. Wayne Wall officiating. Followed with an 
Indian ceremony performed by Chief Leeford 
Bearskin. 
Wyrick-Souders: Marsha Fern Souders. daugh-
ter of Marvin and Mary Lesher, Chambersburg, 
Pa., and Ronald Bruce Wyrick, son of A1 and 
Doris Porreccan, Chambersburg. Jan. 26, at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Winchester, Va., with 
Rev. Jackson officiating. 
Obituaries 
Berg: Clara H. Berg, born Apr. 24, 1912, 
daughter of Rufus and Mary Horst Imhoff, died 
Jan. 28. Surviving are her husband. Rev. Marion 
Berg; two children, Arthur, and Hilda Zimmerly; 
six grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; a sis-
ter, Lydia Weaver; and a brother, Ben Imhoff. She 
had served as the wife of the pastor of the Sippo 
Valley Brethren in Christ congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio, and was a member of the Pleasant 
Valley United Brethren Church. The funeral ser-
vice was held at the Pleasant View Mennonite 
Church with Rev. Tim Hull, Rev. Edward Balint, 
and Rev. Walter Kime officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Brechbill: Amos L. Brechbill, born Dec. 21, 
1902, son of Isaac S. and Emma Lesher Brechbill, 
died Feb. 10. Preceding him in death was his 
Rhoda (Lowry). Surviving are a daughter, Ruby 
Humphreys, five grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; two great-great-grandsons; a sister, 
Rhoda Brechbill; and a brother, Norman J. Amos 
was a farmer all of his life and a member of the 
New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
where the funeral service was held with Rev. 
Robert D. Verno officiating. Interment was in the 
New Guilford cemetery. 
Cassel: Eunice Cassel, born Nov. 27, 1904, 
daughter of Samuel and Addie Rellinger Cassel, 
died Feb. 24. Preceding her in death was a brother, 
Ezra Cassel. Surviving are a nephew, Ralph Cas-
sel; and many great-nieces and nephews. The fu-
neral service was held at the Fairview Church, 
where she was a member and active in the nursery 
department of the Sunday school. Pastor Samuel 
Hollingsworth officiated. Interment was in the 
Fairview Cemetery, Englewood, Ohio. 
Crowe: Donna J. Crowe, born Nov. 1, 1943, in 
Waynesboro, Pa., died Mar. 5. Surviving are her 
husband, Robert; two daughters. Pamela Kauff-
man, and Brenda; her parents, Paul and Minnie 
Downin; five sisters; and four brothers. Donna 
was member of the Five Forks congregation 
where the funeral service was held with Rev. Wil-
bur Besecker officiating. Interment was in Mount 
Zion Cemetery, Waynesboro. 
Gibbens: James Milton Gibbens, born Oct. 17, 
1896. in Decatur County, Iowa, died Mar. 16. 
Surviving are his wife, Nellie; a son, Milton; 2 
daughters, Mary Jackson and Donna Eyer; 2 sis-
ters, Mae Cook and Dorothy Green; 9 grandchil-
dren; 17 great-grandchildren; 2 great-great-grand-
children; 6 stepgrandchildren; and 4 stepgreat-
grandchildren. James was retired from Pioneer 
Seed Co., and a veteran of World War 1. He was a 
member for 48 years of the Oak Park congrega-
tion, Des Moines, Iowa, where he was a trustee for 
30 years and a deacon for 15 years. The funeral 
was held at the Highland Park Funeral Home with 
Rev. Ray D. Hock officiating. Interment was in 
Highland Memorial Gardens. 
Lehman: N. Eber Lehman, born Sept. 2, 1902, 
a son of Joseph O. and Annie S. Niesley Lehman, 
died Feb. 13. Surviving are his wife, Alice A. 
(Byers); a son Robert B.; two daughters, Doris 
Ann Byers. and Ruth A. Cassel; a sister, Grace 
Lindeman; nine grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. He was co-owner of Lehman's 
Children's Store, and a member of the Carlisle and 
Messiah Village congregations. At the Carlisle 
church, he had been a deacon and Sunday school 
teacher. He had served one year of voluntary ser-
vice in Zambia. Services were held at the Carlisle 
church with Rev. Kenneth Hoke and Rev. J. 
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in 
Kutz's Cemetery, Middlesex Township. 
Sallans: Lucy Saltans, born Oct. 21, 1897, 
daughter of Archibald and Jane Anne Rosen-
blath, died Mar. 8. She was preceded in death by 2 
sons, Harvey and Simon; and 5 brothers and sis-
ters. Surviving are 4 daughters, Dora Bingeman, 
Annie Cober, Audrey Cober, and Marjorie Hill; 2 
sons, Willard and Roy; a daughter-in-law, Emily 
Sallans; 33 grandchildren; 48 great-grandchildren; 
and 3 great-great-grandchildren. She was the last 
surviving member of her family. Lucy was a 
member of the Rosebank congregation, Ont., 
where the funeral service was held with Rev. Rick 
Silvestro, and Rev. James Sider officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Rosebank Community Cemetery. 
Wood: Zachary Amos Wood, newborn son of 
Michael and Janet Wood, died Feb. 20. Surviving 
are his parents; two sisters, Rebekah and Anna; 
and grandparents, Audrey and Harry Wood, and 
Marie and Dennis Rashleigh. Zachary's parents 
are members of the Kirkland Lake congregation, 
Ont. The funeral service was held at McDonalds 
Chapel in Englehart with Rev. Frank Brownell 
officiating. Spring interment will be in Charlton. 
Zimmerman: James H. Zimmerman, born Aug. 
8, 1929, son of Harvey and Anna (Hurst) Zim-
merman, died Feb. 22. Surviving are his wife, 
Sarah (Kofroth); a son, James L.; two sisters, Elva 
Yingerand Edna Ruiz; and three brothers, Eugene, 
George, and Carl. James was a member of the 
Cedar Grove congregation. The funeral service 
was held at the Ephrata United Zion Church with 
Rev. Warren S. Good, Rev. W. Dale Allison, and 
Rev. Luke Showalter officiating. Interment was in 
Hahnstown United Zion Cemetery, Ephrata, Pa. 
May 1990 23 
Philip Mudenda, Zambia 
one of Assembly 12 
speakers confirmed 
Major speakers representing five con-
tinents have been confirmed for the 
morning and evening sessions of Men-
nonite World Conference Assembly 12. 
Keynote speaker for the opening wor-
ship service Tuesday evening, July 24, 
will be MWC president Ross T. Bender 
of Elkhart, Indiana. Bender is a profes-
sor at Associated Mennonite Biblical 
Seminaries at Elkhart. He recently re-
turned here after completing a leave of 
absence to serve as pastor of Glennon 
Heights Mennonite Church in Denver, 
Colorado. He will speak on the Assem-
bly theme, "Witnessing to Christ in 
Today's World." 
Washington Brun of Uruguay, cur-
rently a student in Costa Rica, will be 
the Wednesday morning speaker. He 
has served as a pastor and is a member 
of International Mennonite Peace Com-
mittee. As pastor of La Paz Mennonite 
Church near Montevideo, he launched a 
snack program for poor children and an 
outreach in the slums. 
Toshiko Aratani of Japan will be the 
Wednesday evening speaker. A teacher, 
she is a member of the MWC General 
Council, representing the Japan Men-
nonite Christian Church Conference. 
She has been active in peace education. 
Gayle Gerber Koontz of Elkhart, 
Indiana, currently in the Philippines, 
will be the Thursday morning speaker. 
She is professor of theology at Asso-
ciated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries 
and was recently appointed as dean at 
the seminaries. 
The Thursday evening speaker will be 
Assembly 12 Program Mennonite World Conference Winnipeg. Manitoba July 24-29, 1990 
Tuesday , July 24 
O p e n i n g W o r s h i p S e r v i c e 
Witnessing to Christ in Today's World 
S p e a k e r : R o s s T . B e n d e r , U S A 
C a n a d i a n M a s s C h o i r 
I n d o n e s i a n C h o i r 
W e d n e s d a y , July 25 Thursday, July 26 Friday, July 27 Saturday, July 28 I 
Christ, the Light of the World Living Christ as Community Following Christ as Disciples Proclaiming Christ as Witnesses 
9:00 Singing Singing Singing Singing 
9:30 Morning Session 
Washington Brun, Uruguay 
Rosedale Choir 
Hands for Jesus Choir 
Morning Session 
Gayle Gerber Koontz, USA 
Mexico Choir 
Morning Session 
Nzash U. Lumeya, Cen. African Rep. 
Christopher Dock Handbell Choir 
Indonesia Choir 
Morning Session 
Alle Hoekema, The Netherlands 
Celebration Choir 
Youth Session (European emphasis) Youth Session (African emphasis) Youth Session (Latin Am. emphasis) Youth Session (Asian emphasis) 
11:30 Response to Speaker 
Bible Studies 
Life Centres 
Response to Speaker 
Bible Studies 
Life Centres 
Response to Speaker 
Bible Studies 
Life Centres 




13:00 Workshops Workshops Workshops Workshops 
13:30 Faith & Life Forum 
Working Groups 
Music & Drama 
Youth Concerts 
Faith & Life Forum 
Working Groups 
Music & Drama 
Youth Concerts 
Faith & Life Forum 
Working Groups 
Music & Drama 
Youth Concerts 
Faith & Life Forum 
Working Groups 
Music & Drama 
Youth Concerts 
14:30 Workshops Workshops Workshops Workshops 
15:30 Concerts Concerts Concerts Concerts 
16:00 Justice, Peace and the Integrity 
of Creation (Worship) 
Workshops 
Faith & Life Round Table 
Independent Meetings 
Solidarity with Women (Worship) 
Workshops 
Faith & Life Round Table 
Independent Meetings 
World Mission (Worship) 
Workshops 
Faith & Life Round Table 
Independent Meetings 




20:00 Evening Worship 
Toshiko Aratani, Japan 
Zaire Choir 
Oratorio Choir 
Stephen Shank. Drama 
Evening Worship 
James Pankratz, Canada 
Mass Children's Choir 
Menno Singers 
Evening Worship 
Leonor de Mendez, Guatemala 
Mass Male Choir 
Guatemala Children's Choir 
Sauf qui veut. Drama 
Evening Worship 
Philip C. Mudenda, Zambia 
Lee Heights Choir 
Danny Plett, Music 
LOGOS Choir 
22:00 Late Night Activities Late Night Activities Late Night Activities Late Night Activities 
Sunday , July 29 J 
W i n n i p e g S t a d i u m 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit 
C l o s i n g W o r s h i p S e r v i c e / C o m m u n i o n 
W i t n e s s e s f r o m A f r i c a , A s i a , L a t i n A m e r i c a ; Y o u t h M a s s C h o i r ; 
Y o u t h D i s c o v e r y T e a m ; S w i s s B r a s s E n s e m b l e 
Notes: 
There will be film showings daily from 8:30 to 21:00. 
Children 3-12: Activities from 8:45 to 16:30. Wed.-Sat. 
Ages 13-14: Afternoon recreational activities. 
Life Centres: Five different locations providing for illustrative displays, visiting, 
n, workshops. Visiting/display areas open at 11:30. workshops begin at 13:00. 
James Pankratz of Winnipeg, Mani-
toba. Pankratz is president of Menno-
nite Brethren Bible College and has 
served in South Asia with Mennonite 
Central Committee. He is a regular 
columnist in the Mennonite Brethren 
Herald, the Canadian MB magazine. 
Nzash Lumeya of the Central African 
Republic will be the Friday morning 
speaker. Originally from Zaire, he is a 
professor at the theological school in the 
city of Bangui. Nzash has studied in the 
United States and France. He is a 
member of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church. 
Maria Leonor de Mendez will be the 
Friday evening speaker. A member of 
the Guatemala Mennonite Church, she 
has been a pastor for 15 years and has 
been active in Christian education work 
and in writing. 
Alle Hoekema of Haarlem, The 
Netherlands, is the speaker for the Sat-
urday morning session. He is pastor of 
the Mennonite Church at Haarlem and 
is a former missionary to Indonesia. He 
has written on the mission and churches 
of Asia, particularly Indonesia. 
The final major speaker will be Philip 
C. Mudenda of Zambia, who is to 
address the Saturday evening session. 
Mudenda is principal of Sikalongo Bible 
Institute, serves on the International 
Mennonite Peace Committee, and has 
been general secretary of the Christian 
Council of Zambia. He is an ordained 
minister in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
The morning sessions will focus on 
daily subthemcs. These include "Christ, 
the Light of the World," "Living Christ 
as Community," "Following Christ as 
Disciples," "Proclaiming Christ as Wit-
nesses," and "Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit." 
After the morning services, partici-
pants will have two choices for follow-
up activity: Bible study groups in several 
languages, and question-and-answer ses-
sions with the main speaker of each 
morning. 
The evening programs are primarily 
inspirational in nature, with music 
and/or drama groups scheduled to per-
form each night and the main address 
limited to 15 minutes. 
The Assembly will end with a mass 
communion service on Sunday morning 
in the Winnipeg Stadium. Instead of one 
major address, three witnesses from var-
ious parts of the world will share reflec-
tions on the theme. Planners envision 
this as a service of celebration, affirma-
tion and prayer. • 
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MMA supports 
Brethren in Christ 
mutual aid efforts 
Mutual aid in the Brethren in Christ 
Church received a major boost during 
1989 from Mennonite Mutual Aid, 
Goshen, Ind., through nearly 20 grants 
totalling over $5,600. 
The grants were part of a total of over 
$604,000 distributed nationally in more 
than 2,300 grants to members ofMMA's 
programs through the Sharing Fund 
and other programs. The grants help 
meet needs beyond those covered by 
MMA's health and life plans. 
The Sharing Fund helps meet needs 
for assistance in paying insurance pre-
miums, meeting unpaid medical ex-
penses, adoption expenses, burial ex-
penses, and needs caused by an accident, 
disability or disaster. Many of the grants 
are designed to supplement funds raised 
by local congregations. Other grant pro-
grams support wellness education, mu-
tual aid projects in local congregations, 
and help seminary students with health 
premiums. 
Sharing Fund grants are available 
because of Mennonite Mutual Aid As-
sociation's status as a tax-exempt organ-
ization. Funds which would have to be 
used for taxes are instead used to pro-
vide special assistance programs for 
members and others. 
IMessiah College News 
Construction to start on new academic building 
A groundbreaking ceremony for Messiah's new 68,000 
square foot academic building will take place during the week-
end of commencement, May 12 and 13, and actual building 
should start by June 1. 
A facility that will have many uses, the building is actually 
two maj or structures j oined by an entrance lobby, each section 
clearly reflecting the nature of the activities within. To the 
southeast, a four-story rectangular section houses the standard 
academic functions. Similar in appearance to the nearby Kline 
Hall of Science, this portion of the building is laid out in a 
grid-like fashion, which is the most economical way to lay out a 
building. 
College hosts Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament 
While the Messiah campus was quiet with students gone 
during Spring Break, March 9-17, the 36th Annual Brethren in 
Christ Sports Tournament for the Allegheny and Atlantic 










"A" League Manor I 
"B" League Hanover 








(High Bowlers: Fred Barr, 237, Mark Potteger 237) 
Table Tennis Manor I Mechanicsburg II 
Singers to take England tour 
The Messiah College Singers will take a tour of merry old 
England from May 14 to 29. Locations include Tonebridge 
(Kent), Gorsley (Rosse-on-Wye), York, Scarborough, Gran-
tham, and London. The Singers' repertoire includes psalm 
settings, traditional hymns, and contemporary Christian music. 
Dr. Ronald Miller, Music Department Chair and director of 
the group, and sophomore soprano Cheryl Langley attend the 
Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church. 
The smaller section to the northwest houses a 180-seat lec-
ture auditorium, with art studios below. The auditorium is 
away from the larger mass of the building to add a degree of 
flexibility to its use. The exterior of this section mirrors the 
architectural detail and appearance of the Learning Resources 
Center. 
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Ninth in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College. 
The Gospels 
by Jay McDermond 
What happens when a totally unique 
being lives in the midst of ordinary 
beings? Such an event is newsworthy, 
and people tend to pass news items on to 
their friends and neighbors. One way in 
which the early Christians responded to 
the incarnation was to write the Gos-
pels. That is a simple answer, but the 
next question, while seeming unneces-
ary, is not simple: What is a gospel? A 
Jay McDermond is married to Wanda 
Thuma- McDermond, likes to preach, enjoys 
reading African literature, and agreed with 
the late John Zercher, when he said that 
pastors in Anabaptist churches should give 
priority to preaching from the Gospels. 
gospel is a type of literature, but scholars 
are divided as to the exact nature of this 
genre.1 For our purposes perhaps the 
word "gospel" may be instructive. The 
Greek noun behind the word "gospel" 
means "good news," and the verb form 
of "gospel" can be translated something 
like, "to preach good news." In a real 
sense, a "gospel"is a message. In essence, 
a "gospel" is a story (or narrative) about 
what happened (or historical events) 
when in the midst of humanity one finds 
God's Son (or theology). 
The writers of the Gospels set out to 
communicate Jesus'story. They did this 
by formulating narratives which pass on 
the more significant elements of his life. 
Each writer had his own version of the 
story to tell as different truths about 
Jesus began to solidify for him and other 
believers. That is why Mark's picture of 
Jesus shows him only as an adult, rush-
ing to the cross. On the other hand, 
Matthew and Luke's Jesus casually 
strolls toward Jerusalem and the cross, 
all the while teaching about the King-
dom of God to those who would listen. 
John's Jesus challenges the Jewish tradi-
tions, repeatedly visiting Jerusalem prior 
to serving as the Passover Lamb. Addi-
tionally, every skillful communicator 
formulates the message in such a way 
that the audience can most readily grasp 
its content. The Hebrew flavor of Mat-
thew's Gospel is probably an attempt to 
reach readers with a Jewish background. 
Luke, on the other hand, is concerned to 
show the spread of the faith into gentile 
areas, where most of his readers proba-
bly lived. 
Within their specific narrative frame-
works, however, each evangelist selected 
from a vast quantity of material availa-
ble to them.2 Even a quick reading of the 
Gospels reveals that the most popular 
stories are those containing Jesus' teach-
ing (parables, sayings, etc.) and those 
telling about his miracles. It seems as 
though these types of stories were in-
cluded because they lucidly express the 
fact that in the life of this person, God 
was doing something unique. The teach-
CHOICES is an outstanding study for teens as they increasingly assume 
responsibility for their own finances, purchases, savings, careers, and lives. 
Six basic stewardship lessons are easily expandable to 13 by use of supple-
mentary suggestions and photocopiable worksheets in the easy-to-use 
teacher's guide. 
Each student lift-off is centered around a modern paraphrase of a Bible 
story. Topics include: we are all stewards (awareness of and gratitude for our 
assets); making good choices (value shaping and budgeting principles); tithes 
and offerings; attitudes toward wealth and investments (basic banking); wise 
living (evaluating options, developing a generous heart); and counting the 
cost (shaping life-long stewardship of goals, career, and possessions). 
Both of the authors are Brethren in Christ. The mother of two teens, Helen Johns is a 
writer and a member of the editorial staff of Evangel Publishing House. Robert 
Leadley, Director of Stewardship for the Canadian Conference, is the father of eight 
children. CHOICES has been endorsed by the Brethren in Christ Board for 
Stewardship. 
Set of 4-page Student Lift-offs (1 set per student) 
32-page Teacher's Guide 




CHOICES is available f rom your local Christian Light Bookstore. Or you may order by mail or phone f rom Evangel Publishing 
House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. Phone (800) 822-5919, except for Canadian or Indiana residents, who phone (219) 
773-3164. 
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ings talk of Jesus heralding God's com-
ing reign and the need to prepare for its 
advent. When he restores the broken 
and forgives sins, the miracles show 
Jesus acting as God acts. 
The four Gospels and the stories 
employed to fill in their frameworks 
raise something of a problem. They are 
not identical. When did the cleansing of 
the Temple occur: at the beginning or 
the end of Jesus' ministry? It depends on 
which Gospel you read. The first three 
Gospels locate this incident at the end of 
Jesus' life, while John places it at the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry. 
Furthermore, think of some of the 
specific incidents from Jesus' life. Not 
all the details from the Gospels match 
perfectly. Compare Matthew 12:1-8; 
Mark 2:23-28; and Luke 6:1-5. All three 
passages deal with the scene where 
Jesus' disciples pick grain on the Sab-
bath and are confronted by the Phari-
sees. Mark and Luke point out that this 
occurred on the Sabbath; Matthew omits 
the reference to the day. Only Mark 
quotes that Jesus pointed out that David 
ate the show bread when Abiathar was 
the high priest (verse 26). Matthew 
alone depicts Jesus as telling the Phari-
sees to take note of the law where the 
priest can profane the Sabbath and be 
guiltless (verses 5-7). 
These are but two examples of many 
which can be found in the Gospels. It 
seems obvious that the writers' first 
agenda was not to provide the reader 
with a chronologically precise history of 
the events from Jesus' life. We need to 
recall that first century writers worked 
with standards different from our own. 
They could not rely on tape recorders 
and video cameras. Thucydides, an 
ancient historian, helps us understand 
the ancient standards for historical re-
porting. When reporting another's words, 
he aimed for an accurate recounting of 
the essence of the speeches, and at the 
same time felt quite free to record 
speeches he had never heard.3 Assuming 
that Thucydides' method was common-
place in the ancient world, we best con-
clude that the Evangelists worked in a 
similar fashion when writing their Gos-
pels. They attempted to communicate 
the core and essence of the Christ event, 
without laboring to record the exact 
details. 
At this point, some may be thinking, 
what does this say about the credibility 
of the Gospels? Are the Gospels unrelia-
ble? I do not believe this is the case. A 
year ago I was scheduled to teach a 
course entitled "The Gospels." I sus-
pected that this very observation of dif-
ferences might create serious problems 
for the students. So, I staged an incident. 
I asked two other students to walk into 
the classroom and create a disturbance. 
The class members were unaware that 
they were being set up, and so when I 
asked them to document the incident 
they willingly recorded the event "as it 
happened." Imagine their surprise as I 
read these exact historical accounts to 
them and no two were exactly the same. 
Were we to conclude that the event had 
never happened? Certainly not . . . we 
were there. Simply because the telling of 
the story did not match perfectly does 
not mean the incident did not happen or 
have significance. 
This note of significance is the final 
point to be made. While the Gospel writ-
ers were not especially concerned to 
recount perfectly the events from Jesus' 
life, they wanted the reader to under-
stand the impact which Jesus' life could 
have on the lives of others. They desired 
that the reader recognize the theological 
importance of this one life. In light of 
Jesus' life and death, human lives can be 
radically altered for the better. This one 
person offers an avenue to salvation and 
wholeness which we cannot acquire on 
our own. In this one figure, God acted to 
reconcile the world to himself. And that 
is the message which needs to be exact. 
Further insights on this subject can be 
found in How to Read the Bible for All 
Its Worth (chapter seven) by Gordon 
Fee and Douglas Stuart, The Evidence 
for Jesus (chapter one) by James D. G. 
Dunn, and The Gospels and Acts by 
Joel B. Green. 
'See David Aune's The New Testament in 
Its Literary Environment (Westminster, 
1987), pp. 18ff. 
2See John 20:30 and 21:25. 
3 History of the Peloponnesian War 1. 22.1 
as cited in Joel Green's The Gospels and Acts 
(1VP, 1987), p. 76. 
m~Phoei?e's Journal 
Of pets and people 
Most of the cats we've had as pets 
either disappeared or died violent deaths 
before their time. Our most recent fam-
ily cat, however, was old and diseased 
and seemed likely to die a more natural 
death. The question was when, and 
whether we would help to speed the 
process. 
We don't know how old she actually 
was. Nine years ago when Mark rescued 
her from almost certain death at the 
Humane Society, she was already an 
adult. She outlasted other pets we've 
had—turtle, hermit crabs, goldfish, 
chameleon, parakeet, hamster, rabbits, 
even another cat. She treated the dog we 
acquired as a puppy one and a half years 
ago as though she expected to outlive 
her as well. 
About two years ago she began losing 
weight. She developed cold-like symp-
toms which caused a lot of sneezing and 
snorting, and she frequently threw up. A 
trip to the vet a year and a half ago 
revealed that besides allergies, she had 
heart problems and a kidney disease 
which prevented her body from using 
the protein she ate. As a consequence of 
the latter condition, she was constantly 
hungry and yet very thin. Once a picky 
eater (she'd eat only fish-flavored cat 
food), she developed cravings for almost 
any kind of human food. We used to be 
able to leave food out and know she 
wouldn't touch it, but she began stealing 
food and was always on hand meowing 
while I cooked. The vomiting continued 
intermittently and she was no longer fas-
tidious about using her litterbox. We 
frequently had to clean up messes she'd 
made. 
All in all, she had become a nuisance 
and we found ourselves wishing she'd 
die quietly some night. On the rare occa-
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sions when she wanted to go outside, we 
almost hoped she'd disappear so we 
wouldn't have to deal with her anymore. 
(But, like the cat in the old song, she 
always came back!) We talked about 
euthanasia, wondering when we should 
consider "putting her to sleep." What 
kept us from following through on our 
talk was that while the quality of her life 
was not what it used to be, she didn't 
seem to be in pain or otherwise suffer-
ing. In fact, in some ways she seemed 
more content and she was certainly 
more affectionate. Was it right to end 
her life because she'd become a nui-
sance, because she was more bother 
than she was worth? 
That's a question that goes beyond 
what to do about a pet cat nearing the 
end. When I was angry with the cat for 
making yet another mess, for always 
meowing at me while I was cooking, for 
sneezing in my face, for not being the pet 
1 wanted her to be, I would think how 
easy it would be to bundle her off to the 
vet and end it all. I also thought about 
how this situation paralleled attitudes 
toward old people, and 1 wondered 
whether feelings about pets in their old 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them cjo the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
age and infirmity are at all similar to 
feelings about people who seem to have 
"outlived their usefulness." 
There are differences, of course. Most 
people wouldn't have a problem with 
putting an old cat to sleep, but they 
would vehemently protest the "mercy-
killing" of an old person. A cat's life is 
not on the same level as a human life. 
Perhaps, however, there is a connection 
between being willing to continue caring 
for an old sick pet and our compassion 
for those among us who cause us in-
convenience. 
In a throw-away society like ours, 
where we easily discard things that are 
no longer useful or functioning prop-
erly, it doesn't take too great a leap to 
also think in terms of discarding living 
things that have become burdensome. 
While our Christian belief in the sacred-
ness of human life would prevent us 
from deliberately ending the life of a 
terminally ill parent or spouse, perhaps 
we nonetheless do discard people in 
ways that suggest we've "put them to 
sleep" as far as our relationship with 
them goes. 
In the end, the decision about our cat 
was made for us. Two days after we took 
her to the vet and began one last effort to 
treat her for her various ailments, she 
wanted to go outside. This time she 
didn't come back. Not knowing what 
happened to her is hard, but at least the 
issue has been resolved. But since no one 
expects old, ill, or otherwise difficult 
people to go outside and never come 
back, it's our responsibility (and privi-
lege) to offer the same love and compas-
sion that Jesus extends. Our cat may not 
have been human (even though she 
acted like she believed she was), but the 
last months and weeks of her life served 




I've just come home from a gathering 
of Christians, and I am thinking about 
our worship patterns. I notice that a 
great part of the Torah is devoted to 
minute descriptions of the structure of 
the tabernacle, clothing of the priests, 
and conducting of the rituals. The style 
of our worship seems to be determined 
more by the preferences of the leader of 
the day. Some of our elders whose roots 
are in Judaism prefer to sing the Psalms; 
others, who come from backgrounds 
with no tradition of music in worship, 
prefer the new hymns which have been 
written as an expression of their per-
sonal faith in Christ. 
Actually, I can see merit in both. 
There is something sublime about the 
Psalms. They have both depth and dig-
nity, and help us to sense the majesty of 
God. The new hymns, on the other 
hand, carry an exuberance about them, 
lifting us into the joy of Christian fellow-
ship. King David, who wrote the Psalms, 
also danced before the Lord in an aban-
donment of ecstasy. His wife was dis-
mayed, but apparently the Lord didn't 
mind. No doubt God is more concerned 
about what is in our hearts than in how 
we express it. 
Corporate worship encompasses more 
than music, of course. Some of our lead-
ers seem to feel that the pivotal point is 
the communion service. They say that 
our real reason for gathering together is 
to show forth the Lord's death until he 
comes again, and that if we can just 
quiet our hearts and minds in the pres-
ence of the sacred emblems, we will be 
able to go on our way refreshed and 
stablized. Others, especially the good 
preachers, feel that the sermon is the 
highlight of the service because it in-
creases our knowledge of the Word and 
challenges us to a continuing and deeper 
commitment. 
Often there is a time for the exercising 
of spiritual gifts. Last week we prayed 
for the healing of a very sick infant. 
Then a brother, who seems to have the 
gift of prophecy, proclaimed that this 
child, when grown, would become a 
leader in the church in a faraway land. 
At that, a certain excitement prevailed, 
and we all went into a period of pro-
longed prayer and praise, until one of 
the elders finally pronounced the bene-
diction and sent us home. 
At another meeting, an unbeliever 
wandered in and began to ask questions. 
He had been impressed by the honesty 
and thoughtfulness of one of our mem-
bers in the marketplace, and had come 
to see what we were all about. Of course, 
we explained the gospel to him, and as a 
result, he has asked for baptism. 
As you can see, we have some struc-
ture, but we keep it flexible because we 
want to be sensitive to the Spirit. 
I hope that some day you will set 
down your thoughts on the order of 
service. I suspect that you will opt for 
flexibility within some sort of structure, 
thus avoiding the extremes of uncon-
trolled confusion or a deadly dullness. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Your faithful friend, 
Onesimus 
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Regarding "Vision Planning" proposals 
During March of this year, Karen 
and I had the opportunity to return to 
Japan to visit our Church in Nagoya. 
Unbeknownst to us, we arrived at a crit-
ical point involving a discussion of the 
style of leadership in the Nagoya Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Since we are no 
longer personally involved there, we 
became a safe sounding board for every-
one to vent their strong feelings on the 
subject. 
As it happened, we found ourselves 
promoting the North American church 
style, that being a more egalitarian style. 
We chose to defend the Anabaptist 
model which elevates the laity to the 
level of "priests," and "priests" likewise 
the converse. This style is contrary to the 
usual pyramidal Japanese leadership 
style. 
Now, lest we appear to be talking out 
of both sides of our mouths, we feel 
compelled to voice opposition to the 
new "vision planning" proposal now 
being so heavily promoted. We do not 
like the process by which this plan 
comes to General Conference, nor do 
we like being forced to consider a pro-
posal of such magnitude that is so 
closely linked with the personalities in-
volved. However, even greater than 
these two objections, what really has us 
dismayed is the distancing from the 
Christological servant model towards a 
more worldly power model. 
We would offer the following sugges-
tions: (a) that a questionnaire be sent out 
into the brotherhood to ascertain the 
feelings of the whole membership about 
the "vision planning" proposal; (b) that 
to provide for more thought and debate, 
no final action be taken until at least one 
more biennium, 1992; (c) that new lead-
ership positions be discussed and voted 
on at General Conference before any 
names are considered or promoted, so 
that personalities involved can be de-
coupled from the proposal. 
We concede that there are probably 
some very good reasons why some 
structures may need to be changed. But 
let's debate them! 
Daniel E. Deyhle 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
In April 1979 1 addressed a letter to 
the then-Secretary of the Task Force on 
Structure, Funding and Budgeting (with 
a copy to the General Conference Secre-
tary) from my desk as Secretary for 
Christian Service Ministries. In it I 
wrote, in part, 
Having seen the document prepared 
for review of the church I am vitally 
interested in it . . . . 
In suggesting a review by the Church, 
I would ask the question, " Which church 
is meant?" To illustrate the dimensions 
of this question let me identify, by cate-
gories, a few segments of today's church: 
"The W. War I generation,""The Roar-
ing 20s," "The Children of the Depres-
sion,"" The W. War IIgeneration,""The 
Post-War Era," "The Sputnik Genera-
tion," "The Coming Generation." Ad-
mittedly, demarcation lines could not be 
sharply drawn on any of these, but the 
exercise makes clearly the point, I believe, 
that any plans of reorganization for the 
church that overlooks any of these must 
be judged for its shortcomings. 
I am particularly concerned that the 
BOA does not create a structure for any 
of these groupings without their useful 
participation and input. From my own 
observation and sampling I am of the 
opinion that, to this point, the brother-
hood is largely unaware that an impor-
tant review process is underway. While 
that may be understandable, it is not 
excusable. 
Particularly, the generation that would 
coincide with the Jefferson I Madison 
segment of the Continental Congress 
comes to mind. Admittedly, I am illus-
trating from a revolutionary event, and 
some people are inclined to disassociate 
with all things revolutionary. Be that as 
it may, I want to pursue my argument by 
challenging your committee to take 
seriously the perspective and vision of 
the group represented in the following 
list of names known to me personally. 
You will understand that lam not quali-
fied to produce an official list and so its 
inadequacies reflect only on the writ-
er . . . [a list followed of 145 persons 
under the age of 35f. 
As a person carrying responsibility 
for Service Ministries in the brother-
hood, I have enough access to informa-
tion on these persons to know of their 
great potential resource in the brother-
hood. Not all have served under official 
assignment with a Brethren in Christ 
agency but I have reason to have pro-
found respect for every person on the 
two lists. 
It is on their behalf, therefore, that I 
request that the BOA Task Force make 
special efforts to do more than a per-
functory exercise in making it possible 
for this part of today's church to become 
involved in the study process . . . 
We certainly need what this "constit-
uency group" has to offer. Let us dis-
cover how willing many of them really 
are to become involved. 
Now, in 1990, I have the impression 
that my plea for active participation of 
the younger church was never actually 
heeded. Not only have the Thomas Jef-
fersons and James Madisons been absent 
from our writing committees, but the 
trends in leadership for the church are 
becoming skewed away from participa-
tion by the 145 persons on my list (per-
sons born 1944 and after). 
Since returning to the classroom, I 
was handed a note one day written 
prayerfully by a senior which said 1 had 
been "speaking down to" them. In those 
few words I was reminded that for those 
of us who have lived a few more years, 
condescending attitudes can never be 
hidden. People "spoken down to" always 
know it, whether or not we offenders are 
aware we are doing it. And what is the 
result? Loss in participation and general 
malaise. 
I am reminded that E. J. Swalm, born 
in 1897, was Moderator by 1933 and 
served the church in that capacity 5 
times by the time he was 40. C. N. Hos-
tetter Jr., born in 1899, was General 
Conference Secretary at 23 and Presi-
dent of Messiah at 35. C. B. Byers, born 
in 1908, was an assistant Moderator at 
32 and Moderator at 39.1 have a list of 
impressive names that would verify our 
good record in General Conference of 
respecting the contributions of persons 
before they are hoary heads. The ques-
tion could be asked, "Did those persons 
'fashion their generation,' or did the 
church make those leaders?" I would 
lean toward the latter position. I myself 
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can testify that I was respected and 
encouraged when I still looked quite 
young. Too many people on my 1979 list 
still have not heard that encouraging 
word from the church leadership. 
With the rising tide of expectation 
across our world in 1990, we, the Breth-
ren in Christ, cannot afford to organize 
the church here in America "for" our 
people. Rather, we must do it "with" 
them. 
In approaching the 1960 Presidential 
campaign, one veteran wise man won-
dered whether Jack Kennedy and the 
country were ready for each other. Jack 
responded, "I am ready." When and 
how will we find out who is ready to 
serve the church in leadership as we 
approach the 21st century? 
J. Wilmer Heisey 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
The church is . . . ? 
No thinking Christian or dedicated 
church member would disagree with 
how Bishop Harvey Sider described the 
meaning of church: "Living as Christ 
lived—serving, loving, obeying—is 
being the church. Christ's characteristics 
are to be incarnated into the daily life of 
his people." (Bishops' Column, March) 
Having been a missionary he wonders 
what it would "look like if we could 
divorce it from its cultural accretions." 
He may have broached a most difficult 
question since the underlying sentiment 
that informs a people's beliefs, customs, 
and practices is the definition and de-
scription of its culture. There is no cul-
ture that is per se Christian. Seeing the 
faith in the light of a particular culture is 
the problem of all missionary move-
ment, indeed it became the problem 
growing out of the earliest efforts to 
portray the faith in its historical terms. 
But then on the other hand, the cul-
ture of a people is the medium through 
which it does portray its religious faith. 
The medium is not the essence, however, 
any more than the wire is the current 
which flows through it. It would be dif-
ficult to argue that a people's religious 
faith has no influence on its culture, that 
it plays no part in determining some of 
its ways and habits of living. But such is 
not to say that those items of culture are 
or even define that people's faith. 
In biblical terms, cultural things only 
seem to define the faith. Jesus couched 
his stories and lessons in imagery that 
derived from the times and the places of 
his listeners. The lessons of the faith 
found in the Scriptures do not fit into 
our day uninterpreted. Even "the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world" has little meaning for those 
unfamiliar with sheep or with the early 
Hebrew religious custom of sacrifices. 
But such problems of interpretation 
are not what concern us as a church 
now. How much do we confuse purely 
cultural matters with the essence of the 
faith? Is it not purely cultural matters 
that cause our internal differences and 
the schism that promotes the prolifera-
tion of separate bodies? We voice our 
understandings of the faith in abstract 
cliches which cannot be refuted, but 
don't adequately discern the difference 
between those understandings and the 
practices and expressions that we all too 
insistently see as its necessary identifica-
tion. The basic essence of the faith is not 
the source of the problem, but cultural 
influences that we mistakenly infuse into 
it. 
Being a missionary, Bishop Sider 
suggests, "Permitting Christians from 
other parts of the world to seriously 
question our perception of the church 
brings new insights into the true nature 
of the church." How accurate that is! 
But how about permitting the same 
thing for Christians within the church at 
home? It appears we could practice this 
idea to greater advantage and benefit at 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occa-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
home first. Cultural differences abide at 
home too. Modern times have made it 
necessary to accommodate a wider va-
riety of people within the same church 
body. There is a wide distribution of 
varied backgrounds. Our creator didn't 
even see fit to give us all a common set of 
genes. Mixing all these things with the 
essence of Christian meaning without 
the great clarifying effect of Christian 
love is what causes all the socio-religious 
difficulties that so encumber the church. 
Understanding the proper application 
of love within the fellowship goes before 
and clarifies the meaning of service and 
obedience. Even Bishop Sider's call for 
"permitting Christians from other parts 
of the world to seriously question our 
perceptions of me church" carries with it 
an undesirable aura of magnanimity. 
Who is positioned to grant such permis-
sion? Love goes beyond even that. 
Let's pick up Bishop Sider's suggested 
method of bringing new insights into the 
meaning of church and do something 
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Just last week we had snow here in Northern Indiana. Based 
on our weather, it doesn't seem possible that July and General 
Conference are just around the corner. But as I write this 
editorial (mid-April), Don Shafer and his secretary, Pauline 
Hanna, are putting the final touches on the General Confer-
ence Agenda, which will be printed by Evangel Press and 
shipped to congregations the end of May. 
As in former years, the Agenda will contain thousands of 
words—reporting on the work of each of the general boards 
and agencies, outlining proposed new initiatives, presenting 
financial reports and budgets for coming years. One of the 
obvious responsibilities of delegates is to acquaint themselves 
with the material in the Agenda before arriving at Conference. 
Unfortunately there is not much time between the projected 
arrival of the Agenda and General Conference. On the other 
hand, pastors already have access to the doctrinal statement, 
which was presented for information at each of the regional 
conferences. I urge congregations to plan one or two sessions 
(perhaps on Sunday evening, Wednesday evening, or after a 
Sunday noon fellowship meal) at which time members of the 
congregation and their delegates can discuss together the var-
ious issues coming to Conference. One forum could be sched-
uled in the next few weeks, focusing on the doctrinal statement. 
The second could be set for the latter half of June, looking at 
other items contained in the Agenda. 
Following are several of the major concerns coming to this 
year's General Conference—a list developed after checking 
with administrators of the various general boards of the 
church: 
(1) The doctrinal statement is being presented for a first 
reading. Representing the work of a 20-member task force over 
a four year span, the doctrinal statement was the subject of this 
column last month. 
(2) The Board of Administration (BOA) is recommending a 
cluster of "Vision Planning" proposals for modifying the 
administration of the church, primarily at the General Confer-
ence level. The Visitor has carried several articles prepared by 
the BOA about the recommendations. The most recent flow 
chart published was in the January issue; other articles 
appeared in February, March, April, and in this May issue. 
(3) The full text of several statements will appear in the 
Agenda for consideration. The Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns is presenting two statements—one on AIDS and one on 
militarism. A Board of Administration position paper, entitled 
"Priorities in Church Spending," addresses spending patterns 
at the congregational, regional, and denominational levels. 
(4) Among the reports will be one from the Bishops Nomi-
nating Committee, including the BOA decision to assign two 
of the six bishops to administer two regional conferences each 
(one to serve the Central and Midwest Conferences; one to 
serve the Pacific and the new Southeast Conferences). 
(5) In response to a request by the 1988 General Confer-
ence, the Board for Ministry and Doctrine is bringing a report 
regarding the military chaplaincy. 
Doing our "homework" 
(6) Two changes of the Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment related to congregational life are being recommended by 
the bishops through the Board of Administration: (a) that 
deacons must be members of the local congregation they serve, 
and (b) that pastors may not vote on items that would con-
tribute directly or indirectly to their financial benefit. 
(7) The Board for Stewardship is recommending a denomi-
national budget for 1991 which will keep pace with the rate of 
inflation. (The stewardship office notes that Cooperative Min-
istries budgets for the last several years have not kept up with 
inflation.) 
Preparation of delegates 
In a special letter to the Midwest Conference pastors, encour-
aging them to give their people opportunities to express their 
views and concerns on issues coming to Conference, Bishop 
Glenn Ginder uses the word "integrity" to describe three levels 
of involvement facing a congregational delegate. Quoting 
Bishop Ginder: 
"From each of the diverse congregations in the six regional 
conferences will gather men and women who serve as 
'delegates'—each representing up to 50 others who could not 
attend. The delegates from your congregation have a major 
responsibility as they share in the polity and direction of the 
whole church. . . . 
"It will be helpful to remind the congregation and delegates 
of the part integrity plays in a delegate's role. 
"Congregational integrity requires the delegate to sense the 
essence of the congregation's desire on the various issues. The 
question should always be asked (though not easily answered), 
'What is the will of my church on the issues?' 
"Personal integrity is always part of the equation. A delegate 
is not asked to vote in violation of his/her own conscience. It 
would be valuable in the [congregational] forum setting to 
have delegates express some of their own personal com-
mitments. 
"Conference integrity calls for the delegate to also be sensi-
tive to the discussion [at General Conference], The General 
Conference assembly is after all a unique 'whole,' empowered 
to act for all of us through our delegate system. Somehow the 
final vote on issues should express the common will of the 
church. As the Conference members gather and prayerfully 
seek God's will, sharing mutual respect, we believe the church 
moves forward as it has through other generations. 
"Each delegate is called to thoughtfully respond to all three 
of the above challenges." 
General Conference is not just a time for debating and 
voting; it is a time for worship and fellowship as well. But in 
order for us to carry out our responsibilities as delegates, we 
really should do some good homework. So I wish each pastor 
and delegate, "Happy reading of the Agenda!" And 111 see you 
at Conference! G 




by Owen H. Alderfer 
Atmosphere is a term used to define 
an unseen force that weighs upon us and 
impacts our lives. We are not fully con-
scious or immediately aware of it, but it 
affects us powerfully. Scientifically, 
atmosphere is the weight of pressure of 
the air surrounding us—14.69 pounds 
per square inch over our body at sea 
level. Withdraw the atmosphere and we 
explode! 
We use the word atmosphere in anal-
ogy to describe the mood or spirit in a 
given setting—a meeting, a social group-
ing, a relationship. It describes the spirit 
or mood of a specific service or a con-
gregation or group situation. We don't 
see it or hear it, but it "weighs" upon us 
and affects our lives. In this sense, 
atmosphere is created and controlled by 
the emotional tone developed by a group 
of people. 
A congregation generates an atmos-
phere. This may vary from service to 
service. It may shift over a period of 
time. But the characteristic atmosphere 
of a given congregation is a key to its 
potential and impact upon its members 
and its outreach to those beyond. 
Atmosphere is influenced by the peo-
ple who make up a congregation. A gen-
eral spirit of faith, trust, and gratitude 
within the worship services and gather-
ings of a body create a positive atmos-
phere. A hurried review of the New Tes-
tament epistles reveals repeated calls to 
the church for praise, thanks, trust and 
hope. The church is to be a place where 
the atmosphere lifts, supports, and 
strengthens people. On the contrary, a 
congregation can foster an atmosphere 
of darkness, despair, and hopelessness 
through negative attitudes, pessimism, 
and criticism. 
Small groups or even individuals can 
affect atmosphere positively or nega-
tively. Occasionally, I have sensed un-
ease when a person enters a gathering or 
service. The atmosphere is chilled by 
cutting remarks, negative attitudes, and 
judgmental spirit. On the other hand, I 
have sensed the atmosphere enriched 
and people blessed when someone shares 
from the overflow of rich relation with 
the Lord and that blessing is outpoured 
on the entire group. 
Atmosphere is a powerful influence. 
Robert Theobald in a work titled The 
Rapids of Change reported a piece of 
research that supports this: Social 
scientists were studying behavior rela-
tive to people's response to finding valu-
able items. They dropped wallets on the 
street and charted patterns evident as 
people found them. Some were returned; 
some were not. A fairly uniform pattern 
was developing when suddenly a shock-
ing thing happened on the day President 
John F. Kennedy was assassinated: that 
day not one wallet was returned. 
From this data the social scientists 
came up with an hypothesis: "People felt 
that the world owed them something to 
make up for the tragedy, and that they 
were therefore entitled to the wallet they 
found"(p. 44). The researchers tested the 
hypothesis over the next years and 
found it to be valid: people respond to 
some extent in keeping with the kind of 
news they receive. For this essay, I 
would state the case: People's spirits are 
moved by the influence of atmosphere in 
such a way that their behavior is decid-
edly affected. 
Each of us is either good news (gos-
pel) or bad news in the situation we 
share—home, congregation, communi-
ty. We impact atmosphere for good or 
bad. Some lift the body to better things 
by godly lives, gracious words, and car-
ing acts. Others contaminate the atmos-
phere with self-centered lives, hurtful 
words, and destructive acts; they "smog 
up" the atmosphere. 
How is the atmosphere where you 
live? Where you go to church? You can 
improve it. Try following the counsels of 
the New Testament letters on caring, 
and sharing. 
Two Core Courses 
in the Summer of 1990 
T h e T h e o l o g y of the Church—Dr. Martin H. Schrag 
May 28 - June 2 Asbury Theological Seminary (KY) 
(Lodging & Meals Package: $165.00) 
Brethren in Christ History—Dr E. Morris Sider 
June 25 - 29 Messiah College (PA) 
(Lodging & Meals Package: $120.00) 
Limited space available 
Both courses are available either for seminary/ordination credit ($100.00) 
or for only ordination credit ($40.00). An enrollment packet is available by 
calling the BMD Office: (316) 721-4727. 
Owen H. Alderfer is 
bishop of the Central 
Conference of the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
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